J*’IHI MA |,'|:,'|_‘; m‘?«?
AUSE U .\l\‘_‘
. ,wf 4 AL A H--t'AHHH

QToRicAl AR 184 BNGARWS

L A A
AL LL R TR T T CTRIRRLTHTS

LRLE e LT | W IS I IY |

July 18, 1048

Dr, F, M, Stanger
San Mateo Junlor College
San Mateo, California

Dear Dr, Stanger:

I am encloalng herew!th a atory wreltten
by Mra, R, E, Cereghine of Redwood Clty on the
Unlon Cemetery, I oconslder this such a fine
Job that I am sending 1t on to you with the 1dea
that you might wish to retailn it am a historieal
dooument of the county's history. To my kmowledge

it 1s the only complete history of Union Cemetery
that we have,

Youra ﬁ)r:r t ruly,
i ( / 59:’ J“J;-"}?QEEA-H{:H




Cereghind’ Tel. 1494w
- ¥Yor release Thurs, July 12, r"?“"‘fép n | '-.- |

Upkeep of Union Cemetery will shortly be shared @
90-90 by the state and Redwood City taxpayers, thanks to funds
voted by the legisiature's finance comuittee, according to
announcement made last night by Commander James Waitenead
at & meeting of the American Legion post No, 105,

The cemetery, whiech was opened in 1859 and has 230
plots, ineluding areas of 75 graves each for the Grand ATmyg
of the Republie, the Odd Fellows and tie Masons, as well as
family and individual plots, was in such a state of neglect
that in 1937 Floyd Grangelr was named nead of a veterans
committee of tne United Veterans Council to szee what ccocula be
done to establish responsibility for the property, said Wahite-
nead,

ﬁn-inﬂidant with Granger's appointment, the Legion
post voted $25., to start work on a title search and it was

found that the original deed was a trust of the Union Cemetpry

‘j‘!iﬁligtinn to the governor and his successors in office, and
P e N
had been legsll accepted, in writing, by the taen

rn B. Weller, The Redwcod City council then
e o

| to reimburse the Legion for its $25, outlay,

i#f%fi- jiately unsuccessiul efforts weic made Lo have
3 the cenetery's Cars, during both tne
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Frank Merriam and Culbert L, Olson administrations. However,
Barl Warren, before his Governorship, had visited the cemetery at

the invitation of the then Mayor Granger, came to the assistance
of the Redwood city comnittee and advised means of presenting

their pioject. Senator Hairy Parkman worked on it during the
Merriam andOlson terms and Assecblyman Harrison Call has garried

on more receatly,. Muca of the work in benalf of the municipality,

.‘m persuading the state 1o agcept its ownership, was carried on

th.:uuah the office of City Attoraney Albert Mansileld and more
recently through his successor, Paul McCarthy.

Tae sum of $3750., per bieanium wWas approved by the
finance ecmmittee at the last legislature, They money will come
to the city of Redwgod city and will be administered by City

Mansger Robert WMead, wao will have markers painted and grave
fences and barried rebuilt and repainted. More trees and

are to be added and the present lawn area extended, according to

plans outlined.
From 1937 to date, tae Gity of Redw.oa City nas voted

#9 gare for tune cemetery and during the year eading June
""“; 8, the sum speal Wwas $713; 1939, $902; 1940, $1,082; and

for J.HI.. 1942 and 1943, Tuie was used fom

:nl.:l.ntniu the lawns on the plots used for the

a nhedge along tne southerly and westerly
mﬂ the annual spring removal of weeds

; cemetely.
mm no appropriation was made

1 the area since 1918 when the last

m“iltiun was held, Two of tne

Growe and H. E. m;
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Eikerenkotter, botn now deceased.

During tne past ten yeais tnere nave been only
ten burials in tne cemeteiy, among them Supelior Judge
George J. Buck and Annie Sears, for whose family Searsville
was named, Taele are approximately 1700 graves 1n use
while 150 bodies have been disinterred for removal to Oiner

cemeteries, according to records of Lewis Franklin, local

undertaker, wno has the plot map of the burial ground.

No plots may now be used except by desceandants ol the

original holders of certilicates in luae group assocliation,
The San Mateo County Title Compaay's report snows

tnat the title to tue cemetery was vested in 189 1l *Joan B.

Weliler, Governor of tae state of Californ-a and n.s SuUCCESEE
in office in trust for tue use and keli® Dbeneflt of the

Union Cemetery Assoclation® and alsc shows that the
Governor's acceptadace was countersigned by Ferris F¥Forman,

gecretal taly of State on March 20, 18%59.

The title search alsoc shows that a map was filed on
March 12, 1860, listiag ine first officers as Joan V, Diller,
W; Gharles N. Fox, secretary and treasurer; James W,
:f}?iﬁ;ﬂlitxtlrintend:nt and the followiag contributing
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, M. Mezes (in whose honor Redwood City was
.-'.:..I;EJ._' 1

f%gﬁ. je ), Joan V, Diller, Jonn V. Ackerson,
;*Fﬁa‘ird and Ber:y, Charles Hanson, George
;Tﬁ;~1. J.%. Turner, J.C. McLeod, Finger
Charles N. Fox, B.G, Latharop,

St 1

 0.A, Thurber, Charles Ayers, Joan I,
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Ellet, W,T. Gough, z,

Ostrom, J, M, Curtis, Willi
» . . ' liam H, Do '
Douglas, T, @. =

Phelps and Horace Hawes, Among the early plots
Was the name of ¢, D, Judah,

The property, Eunuxagagg of 6 acres bordering Woodside
road, sold for the sum of/ . and was part of the Rancho

de las Pulgas, Tae deed to Governor Weller was made by Jamee
Berry, Curtis and Rachael Baird, Soledad 0, de Arguello
and Jose Ramon Arguello ana S.M. Mezes, who came here when

22 yeais old to manage the Arguello ranch, He had previoualy
managed & bank in Porto Rico until uis health failed, He

is buried in the Union cemetery, as .s James Pease, & scilor

who jutped salp 1la San Fraucisco in 1829 ar 1830 and wcame
heie, He is believed bo have been the Tirst white resident,

That that period was definitely pre women's rights
was reilected in tne deed notation made by B. G. Lathrop,
| f?}gﬁﬁp ﬁlerk to the effect that "the said Rachael Baird,

' L'f?l?etin Baird, having been by me first acquainted
ontents of tae instrument, acknowledged to me, on

wt fron and without the hearing of her
‘;jg;;niutad the same freely and voiuntarily,
”-ﬁ:_pulilﬂﬂ or undue iafiuence of her

did not wisn to retract the execution
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