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Preservation of Historic
Burial Grounds

By Lynetre Strangstad

Ct:mctcrics and graveyards, often

visited as parks and historic sites, are
places to commemorate the dead—
whether family member, friend, or

_ historic figure—and to reflect on the
past. We often think of these sites as
peaceful and serene settings in which
to spend a pleasant afternoon.
Historical burial sites offer this, of
course, and much more. Such sites
yield vast amounts of information
regarding our biocultural, historic,
artistic, and architectural heritage.

Until recently, burial sites were not

* recognized as important historic sites
within the cultural landscape. If they
were valued at all, they were seen
merely as a collection of stones whose
significance lay in recording genealog-
ical data and denoting the final resting
place of prominent individuals,

In the last decade, however, increased
public interest and concern for our
threatened burial sites has resulted in
the development of this new area of
historic preservation. Due to the
recent nature of this development,

- relatively little written information is
available and locating professionals
knowledgeable about the preservation

- of historic burial sites can be difficult.

usan Olsen

This publication is designed to meet

the need for information that both the

general citizenry and professionals
alike may have when considering the
preservation of these historic burial
grounds. Basic knowledge of the field
is offered to help organizations and
individuals understand the signifi-
cance of historic burial grounds, iden-
tify concerns relevant to their preser-

In addition to offering a

peaceful and serene seiting,
burial sites provide infor-
mation about our historic
and architectural heritage.

vation, and recognize methods appro-

- priate to their conservation. The

booklet covers project organization,
plan development, setting priorities,
maintenance, and conservation appro-
priate to these historic sites.

National Trust for Historic Preservation



For present purposes, “historic burial
sites” refers primarily to 17th-, 18th-,
and 19th-century burial grounds,
graveyards, and churchyards.
Admittedly, this narrow definition
excludes most Native American, pre-
historic, and modern sites. Although
the same basic principles apply to
preservation of all these sites, earlier
American Indian and prehistoric sites
require additional noninvasive archeo-
logical and anthropological analysis
which is best addressed separately.
For the most part, 20th-century ceme-
teries differ enough from historic bur-
ial grounds that they are not
addressed here. For example, most
modern cemeteries contain primarily
granite markers, still actively receive
burials, are regularly maintained, and
have established funding mecha-
nisms, unlike earlier sites.

For purposes of burial ground preser-
vation, the following definitions regard-
ing processes apply. “Preservation”
refers to activities that help perpetu-
ate and care for historic burial sites,
including planning, maintenance,
documentation, and education.
“Conservation” refers to mechanical
and chemical processes used to treat
damaged markers. “Restoration” may

The physical setting of a historic burial
site is an important consideration in any
preservation effort,

occasionally apply to burial grounds,
although it implies “making like
new” and significant intervention,
which should be avoided whenever
possible. When a mausoleum, for
example, has deteriorated to the point
where a partial rebuilding is required,
restoration is appropriate. True
restoration includes necessary docu-
mentation and research to determine
the original appearance of the artifact,
its structure, and the treatment
required. “Stabilization” refers to
treatments executed to retain the
greatest cultural and structural integri-
ty of the artifact and the site overall,
while offering a minimum of interven-
tion into the historic fabric. In some
cases it may approach restoration,
although it generally does not include
replacement of nonstructural detail-
ing. Most marker repair may be clas-
sified as either conservation or stabi-
lization.

Understanding the Site

Before beginning restoration of a
building, preservationists commonly
research and document the building’s
inherent significance, archeological
evidence, cultural context, physical

setting, influence of the physical envi-
ronment, relationship to the region,
and intended uses after preservation.
Before beginning preservation of his-
toric burial grounds, the same factors
must be considered. A thorough under-
standing of the nature of the entire site
is essential to the preservation process.
Without it, the project may well fail.

Identifying Historical Significance

Local significance is nearly always
apparent to those involved in preserv-
ing a burying ground. Sometimes
regional or national significance
becomes apparent as well. Perhaps
the burial ground is the only surviving
reminder of an eastern European set-
tlement in a sparsely settled area of
the Midwest; perhaps it is the burial
place of the first governor of the state;
perhaps a major Civil War battle was
tought nearby and its fallen soldiers
are buried there.

In other cases, however, discovering
the significance may require diligent
searching and a broader understand-
ing of the surrounding area. A site
may contain examples of a particular
funerary style thought not to have
been used in the area. It may contain
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surviving traditions such as grave goods,
those cultural artifacts placed at the
grave by certain ethnic populations.

It may be important because it extends
the known area worked by a particular
stone carver. Stylistic similarities may
‘be found which are comparable to
European customs and reveal much
culturally about the immigration of
particular groups to the United States.
Regional trade patterns may be traced

reading on Sacred Grounds

by Vennie Deas-Moore

Over a small graveyard alongside

- my family’s church, Old Bethel
AME, hover the spirits of my
ancestors. African-American burial
traditions in McClellanville, a small
fishing village in South Carolina,
still maintain the belief that at
death, the physical body is lowered
into the soil, but the soul/spirit
remains among the living, This
spirit must be satisfied and not dis-
turbed. The belief goes on to say
that these spirits hold an invisible
circle of spiritual bonding with
their family and loved ones. My
mother often talks about how [ was
passed across the coffin of my
grandfather. The belief was that
since I was still a tiny weak soul,
only a baby and the youngest of
my family, my grandfather could
come back and take me with him,
causing my death at this young
age. Passing me across broke that
spiritual bond.

In earlier times a broken wooden
wagon wheel was placed on the
grave, breaking the spiritual links,
so that the spirit would not tanta-
lize the living. "Today floral designs
are arranged in the shape of a bro-
ken wheel. The vucea plant is fre-
quently planted among the graves.
This thorny bush makes it difficult
for the spirit to freely roam about
the graveyard. Sweet smelling
plants are also found among the
foliage. The dead are attracted to
the sweet smell of the gardenia

by stone material native to one area
but found in the cemeteries of anoth-
er. Such subtle features as these
require that all preservation work take
place with the greatest caution to
assure that no information is lost to
future generations of researchers.

Identifying Archeological
Significance

Archeological analysis of markers and
other features of the site, sometimes
called “above ground archeology,”
reveals information regarding crafts-
manship, materials, era, and customs.
A brick pathway, for example, may be
constructed of locally-made bricks but
laid in a pattern common to 18th-cen-

bush. One lady chuckles as she tells
me, “I not too long dug up a large gar-
denia bush out of my vard because it
was drawing too many spirits to my
house.”

Immediately after death, open vessels
of water are emptied, so the roving
spirit will not remain in the home.
Broken plates, drinking containers,
and utensils, items last used by the
deccased, arc placed on the grave site.
One may also find medicine bottles,
furniture, cigar boxcs, doll heads, and
other personal items.

As you walk through the cemetery:
Do not cross over the grave, walk
around...[Do not stand on top of the
grave...Do not point at the grave or
vour finger may drop off...Do not
remove grave goods or you will carry
the discontented spirit with you.

The family plot is an important part
of African-American family structure.
As death comes, each member must
be placed within the family plot, so
that the family will remain together.
This may mean bringing the body
from miles away.

Some family plots are likened to gar-
dens. The care of these plots is
restricted to the family. It is the
responsibility of the family to main-
tain the spiritual as well as physical
continuity of the grave site. There is
usually a grave keeper, burt his respon-
sibility is to maintain the overgrowth
of the cemetery, taking care not to

disturb the grave sites. Another

important role of the grave keeper
is to watch the cemetery against
intruders.

Conservation of African-American
cemeteries means “let it be.” Itis
not unusual to find an African-
American grave completely over-
grown, especially when burials are
no longer taking place. This does
not necessarily signify neglect but
is done so that the dead will not be
disturbed.

Whether intentional or not, the
coming of resort developers to the
South Carolina coastline has ecrased
many remote African-American
burial grounds. The grave sites of
slaves, remnants of the Southern
plantations, have vanished forever
without any records of their exis-
tence. Someone once told me that
what once was her family’s burial
site is now a golf course. The
opportunity for preservation is past,
except for a few elders with memo-
ries of where their ancestors’ physi-
cal bodies were once buried. As for
the soul or spirits, who knows?

Vennie Deas-Moore has served as
assistant folklorist for the Smithsonian
Institution’s Office of Folklife
Program and Howard University’s
Institute for Urban Affairs and
Research. She is presently a consultant
for both the South Carolina ETV
Nerwork and the McKissick Museum
at the University of South Carolina.




tury England. The markers them-
selves provide much information
regarding artistic and architectural
styles of the period, as well as the cul-
tural choices of the people who made
them and of those who commissioned
them to be carved. Ground-penetrat-
ing radar and aerial infrared photogra-
phy can sometimes further archeolog-
ical scholarship by idenrifying
unmarked burials and other below-
ground features without disturbing
the soil. :

Only professional archeologists sensi-
tive to the requirements of historic
burial sites and familiar with the bur-
ial-customs and practices of ethnic
groups should undertake below-
ground archeological investigation of
historic burial sites. Since any soil
disturbance will also disturb the land-
scape surface, including relic plants,
all landscape inventories must be
completed prior to beginning any
archeological work. Shallow samples
taken as part of a preservation pro-
ject—perimeter samplings in con-
junction with construction work such
as the repair of a wall or fence, for
cxample—may provide valuable
information regarding earlier build-
ings or activity alongside the burial
site. Likewise, shallow samplings
within the burial ground can be used
to locate lost burials or identify earlier
walkways, walls, monuments, or
buildings.

The excavation of burial sites for sci-
entific investigation raises many
moral and ethical questions. The
conservative viewpoint holds that
excavation of burials is acceptable
only in cases of inadvertent discov-
ery—human remains found in an oth-
erwise unmarked spot during road
construction, for example.

Such discovery should result in a

" . respectful moving of remains to a
suitable burial location. Most archeol-
ogists, however, feel that such discov-
ery legitimately may be used for sci-
entific inquiry.
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While becoming less acceptable, it is
still common for burials, particularly
of paupers or ethnic groups including
African-Americans and Native
Americans, to be unearthed and
examined. Disturbing the burial
places of their ancestors is abhorrent
to most groups. For instance, the
African-American tradition that firmly
resists disturbing burial grounds or
even visiting them survives to this
day. Such traditions should always be
respected when planning burial
ground preservation.

Cultural Context and
Physical Setting

Whether it is in a busy metropolitan
area, near a factory in a small town,
next to a tiny white church surround-
ed by cornfields, or in a neglected and
forgotten wooded area, the burial
ground’s cultural context and physical
setting are important considerations
in preservation efforts. Is the burial
ground on a flat, featureless plain? Is
it bordered by tall pines or cedars?
Or is there a profusion of mature veg-
etation enclosing the site? Isira
rolling, rambling, romantic setting
straight out of a Victorian novel? Or
is the setting severe, almost sterile, in
its simplicity?

The level of artistic expression and
sophistication available in a region at a
given time is apparent in this gate detail
of a weeping child.

Examining the larger context provides
information essential to fully under-
stand the historical evolution of the
site, to accurately interpret the site,
and to plan for its future use. If the
graveyard is bordered by a pine or oak
forest, for example, these acidic trees
have a potentially detrimental effect
on marble and limestone markers.

On the other hand, the trees could
also provide some protection from a
road or factory that produces pollu-
tants even more damaging to these
stone types. It is as inappropriate to
remove the trees as it would be
impractical to move the road or the
factory, but both must be addressed in
any preservation project. :
In most cases little can be done to
alter properties contiguous to a burial
site, although occasionally circum-
stances may require action. For
example, the owner of a continguous
property may dispute the property
line. Research and physical investiga-
tion can sometimes clarify original
boundaries that may have become
unclear over the years. This is partic-
ularly important when the disputed
area contains-burials that are now con-
sidered to be outside the graveyard.

Changes to adjacent property may
affect the burial ground even if no
burials are directly threatened.
Rerouting a nearby drainage ditch
could damage the burial ground, or
constructing a large building nearby
could significantly alter the site visu-
ally. It is reasonable, appropriate, and
in some cases, essential, to address
these proposed changes by attending
planning commission meetings, dis-
cussing problems with local govern-
ment officials, and working with them
toward a solution.
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CASE STUDY:

How Siting Affects the
Burial Ground

Mt. Moriah Cemetery in Deadwood,

‘South Dakota reaches skyward at a 40

degree angle. More than 100,000 visi-
tors a year come to Mt. Moriah to see
the resting place of such popular
western legends as Calamity Jane and
Wild Bill Hickok. Rapid water runoff
and eroding or displaced soil, howev-
er, seriously threaten this popular
tourist attraction. The slope and high
altitude of the site along with rocky,
poor soil restrict vegetative growth.

. In addition, stands of tall pines shade

much of the site, offering a peaceful
respite for visitors, but again, discour-
aging vegetation. Visitors, who ignore
signs to stay on roads, further displace
the soil and threaten the tenuous hold
of remaining vegetation.

Water and soil, running rapidly down-
hill during spring thunderstorms, and
more slowly during less frequent later
rains, shift marker placement. Stones
occasionally tip over or are even car-

. ried across a road and deposited on

the downward side of the pathway.
Vegetation has difficulty getting start-
ed under such conditions, and roads
parallel to the slope of the hill wash
out repeatedly.

In Hope, Indiana, the 19th-century
Moravian God’s Acre lies on a fairly
open site on a gently sloping hill.
Visitation is light. The uniform
Moravian markers might best be
described as a cross between the pop-
ular 19th-century cradle form of mark-
er in which individual graves are out-
lined with a stone coping, and the low
box tomb, another popular form dat-
ing in the United States to the 17th
century. These Moravian markers
have half-slabs slanting slightly
upward to allow for easier reading of
inscriptions; the bottom half of the
grave is enclosed with a marble or
limestone coping., The portion within
the coping is open, allowing for the
planting of flowers.

The earliest markers often contain the
most Valuable information and at the
same time are the most vulnerable. This
well-preserved wood marker dates to
1898 and is probably made of cypress.

In this cemetery, however, the clay
soil and gentle slope, together with
the unique marker construction, cre-
ate serious deterioration problems for
the markers. Because of the grade
and poorly drained soil, water runs to
the lowest part of the site and
remains there rather than being car-
ried away. The markers with the
slanted stone slabs funnel water
runoff to a single point on each side
of a given marker. This happens to
be the narrowest place in the stone
coping; it also carries the majority of
the weight of the slab. Water runs
down the side of this vulnerable area
and settles at the bottom. Over the
years, extensive deterioration of the
marble sides has taken place in most
of the markers, particularly those far-
thest down the hill. As wich Mt.
Moriah Cemetery, the siting of the
burial ground is important, not only
culturally, but also because of its sig-
nificant impact on the overall fabric
of the burial ground and the severe
effect on the deterioration of the
markers.

Features of the Site

Once the broad context of the site is
understood, but before specific
preservation planning can begin, it is
essential to look within the burial
ground to evaluate its features,
including entrance gates and perime-
ter walls, ironwork enclosure gates
and fences, masonry plot enclosures,
vegetation, roadways and walkways,
retaining walls, open spaces, build-
ings, and the markers themselves.
Each feature requires careful study in
order to understand the site and
develop a useful, comprehensive, and
appropriate preservation plan.

Entrances. The entrance is the visi-
tor’s introduction to the graveyard.
Whether elaborate iron gates or no
particular defined entry at all greet
the visitor, an important statement is
made upon entering the site. Except
for security or legal reasons, a simple
site without perimeter fence, walls, or
gates should remain so. Wrought-
iron, cast-iron, or early 20th-century
wire fences and gates may surround
more elaborate cemeteries. Other
sites may-have walls of brick, stone,
coquina, tabby, or wood. Each of
these styles and materials provides
significant information regarding his-
torical period, available materials, rep-
resentative culture, and craftsman-
ship. In addition, the perimeter may
offer point of entry, security, boundary
definition, and aesthetic statements.

Plot Enclosures. Within the burial
ground, the variety of fences and
other plot definitions and enclosures
may reflect the sophistication of the
site, the era in which it was most
active, the availability of materials and
craftspeople in various fields in differ-
ent historical periods, individual
expression, relative wealth of those
buried at the site, and other historical,
artistic, and demographic information.

Vegetation. Understanding the
importance of vegetation to a site is
essential to site preservation. A
mature tree canopy is often a site’s
most significant organic feature and
the one most important in creating its
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character. Itis also an important his-
toric feature, since in many cases trees
were either planted as memorials, as
part of the original plan, or perhaps

as part of a much earlier restoration
effort. In all cases, these are
sufficient reasons to retain existing
trees and mature shrubs. Smaller
vegetation, too, such as perennial
flowers or ground covers, is significant
historically and was often planted as a
memorial. Traditional graveyard
plantings include such evergreens as
cedars, pines, hollies, and spruce;
deciduous trees such as crape myrtles,
oaks, and maples; shrubs such as lilacs
and roses; and perennial flowers such
-as irises, lilies of the valley, and
peonies. Common succulents include
hens-and-chicks, live-forever, and
creeping sedums. In many cases, par-
ticularly in graveyards that have been
‘untouched or neglected for consider-
able periods of time, early varieties of
plants have survived at the site even
though they are rare elsewhere in the
landscape. Sometimes plants are the
only markers found: they mark graves
just as a gravestone does.

Roads and Walkways. Roads and
walkways may have been formally
laid out as part of the original plan, or
they may be informal paths created
by the traffic pattern of visitors. In
simple sites, it is generally appropriate
to retain that simplicity. Larger sites
‘may have dirt, brick, or paved roads or
walkways. They may be accompa-

nied by gutters constructed of brick or
stone with several paving surfaces
appearing in one site. In most cases
these are passageways of long-stand-
ing and should remain and be pre-
served in their original form.

Retaining Walls. Retaining walls are
a significant feature at some sites and
provide significant cultural informa-
tion about materials, craftsmanship,
individual expression, and style of a
given era. Retaining walls also per-
form the very necessary functions of
holding back earth on a steep slope,
preventing markers from toppling,
and keeping buried remains in place.
Sometimes, when retaining walls are
viewed as a minor cultural feature,
they are removed when they become
a maintenance problem. The damage
that results from their removal is sig-
nificant: historical and cultural evi-
dence is irretrievably lost, and physi-
cal damage to the site is considerable.
Repair is far more costly than ongoing
maintenance would have been.

Open Spaces. Open spaces are impor-
tant features at historic burial sites
and may indicate the location of pre-
vious structures, unmarked graves, or
other features altered or lost over
time. A limited archeological investi-
gation may reveal evidence of a previ-
ous structure. In some open areas,
markers may have fallen and lie
buried just beneath the surface.

Open spaces may also indicate the

earliest section of the burial ground,
where markers were constructed of
wood or other impermanent materials,
or a section set aside for a botanical
garden but left unused. Often, an
open space is actually a potter’s field
containing many unmarked graves.
Grave depressions are sometimes evi-
dent in such areas. Even single
unmarked grave spaces, whether they
actually contain a burial or not, are
historically a part of the site. Using,
or reusing, open spaces in historic
burial grounds for new burials is gen-
crally inappropriate and seriously
jeopardizes the Historic integrity of
the site. :

Buildings. Some burial grounds have
buildings on them, most commonly a
church or chapel, a receiving vault, or
storage and utility buildings.
Elaborate Victorian cemeterics may
also have gate houses, administration
buildings, public rest rooms, and other
structures. In all cases, older struc-
tures are integral to the site and a part
of its historical evolution. Their
preservation is significant to the inter-
pretation and understanding of the
site. They require the same analysis
by architects, engineers, conservators,
and artisans as any other historic
building.

The extensive use and varied styles of
these retaining walls contribute much
culturally to the site, while their presence
is a physical necessity.

')
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Grave Markers. Grave markers are
the most obvious feature of a site, the
single feature most commonly identi-
fied as worthy of preservation. Most
people recognize the significance of
large stone monuments honoring

-prominent individuals, markers repre-

senting well-known historical figures,
markers intricately carved by well-
known artisans, and curiosity picces to
which bits of local folklore or other
mystique is attached. These are only
a few markers in the overall picture.
In order to understand the history of
the site and region, an understanding
of the total assemblage of markers is
essential.

Each marker is a piece of a puzzle.
When enough pieces are lost, no mat-
ter how insignificant any one might
appear, the puzzle-cannot be pieced
together, and the history of the site
and region is lost.

Less understood, but often of even
greater importance, are pioneer mark-
ers of early settlers and other vernacu-
lar expressions, commonly of wood,
shell, stone, or cast concrete, cach of
which is a unique expression lovingly
placed by a family member or other
mourner. In preserving a site, no
marker is expendable or unimportant.
Many, significant by virtue of their
scarcity and cultural importance, may
be overlooked, misunderstood or dis-
carded by well-meaning individuals
untrained in recognizing marker types
and their significance. The grave
goods found in African-American and
other ethnic burial grounds are such
examples.

Organizing a Project

Once the basic information regarding
the broad significance of the site is
understood, the next step is getting
the preservation project organized.
Logically, the work begins with recog-
nizing the existing administrative
structure governing the site. Often, it
is owned by the county, municipality,
or congregation. In some cases the
current owners provide maintenance
and serve a regulatory function.

Sometimes the site is privately
owned, perhaps a burial ground on
private property (not necessarily that
of the family buried there). Often the
site is abandoned, falling within no
apparent jurisdiction other than what-
ever state law may provide. When
ownership is not apparent, the county
assessor’s or similar office is a good
place to begin tracing ownership.

Once the administrative agency has
been determined, it 1S necessary to
understand just what the agency can
or will provide. Working with the -
existing body, perhaps offering ser-
vices as a volunteer, is often the most
productive approach. If the adminis-
trators show goodwill and good intent
but simply do not have funding to
adequately maintain a particular site,
sometimes working with them and
within their framework is enough,
offering assistance in planning, exper-
tise, and funding. When owners are
unable to adequately care for the
property, they may also be unprepared
to work in depth with volunteers.

Building Consensus

The next step may be the formartion
of a support group, a nonprofit organi-
zation whose sole purpose is the
preservation and protection of one or
more burial sites. The “Friends of
The Old Burial Ground™ has the
advantage of being nonpartisan, non-
sectarian, and dedicated to one goal.
In the case of religiously-aftiliated
burial sites, taking the organization
beyond the scope of the parricular
religious group makes the site eligible
for state and federal funding for which
it might not otherwise be eligible.
Alliances with other local groups can
also be mutually beneficial. Preser-
vation, civic improvement and envi-
ronmental groups, neighborhood asso-
ciations, garden clubs, and other
groups interested in land use issues all
may provide worthwhile associations.
An early burial site in a given locality
belongs to the entire locality, not just
to the current property owners or the
descendants of the area’s first settler.
Once the site affiliation is taken
beyond the specific restrictive associa-

tion, the support organization can
then work as a sponsoring agency for
all preservation activities, working
independently from, yet coordinating
efforts with, the administrative body.

Once a support group has been estab-
lished, complete with bylaws, board
of directors, and elected officers,
members need to define goals and
strategies for the project. Usually, one
of the earliest goals is to gather sup-
port by making people aware of the
site, explaining what needs to be
done, and encouraging people to feel
that it is their problem and/or oppor-
tunity as well. The support group
needs to publicize the significance of
the site, the problems it is facing, the
urgency of dealing with the problems,
and the consequences of continued
neglect.

A variery of techniques is helpful.
Sometimes public meetings are effec-
tive, using speakers familiar with the
local history of the site. L.ocal news
coverage emphasizing urgency and
aims of the newly-formed support
group may be very useful. Organizing
tours of the site, distributing a walk-
ing tour brochure, and involving
community and school groups are
other possible interim activitics to
broaden the interest base. As progress
is made and publicized, additional
members will be attracted to the
group. Much can be done, however,
even with an initial core group of
dedicated individuals.

Funding

Obraining funding is often one of the
most immediate and difficult goals of
the entire process. No easy funding
sources exist specifically for burial site
preservation. Creativity is the opera-
tive term here; fund-raising possibili-
ties may be as varied as are the thou-
sands of sites in need of attention.

Local fund-raising drives can be very
effective if well-organized and sus-
tained. Joining forces with one or
more local or area historical or civic
organizations can be useful, especially
if an organization of longer standing



has more fund-raising savvy and more
clout with prominent members of the
community than does the newly-orga-
nized support group. The Junior
League, Jaycees, or local historical
association may be powerful allies, for
example. Such groups may have
political strengths, organizational
skills, or grant-writing abilities that
they may be willing to share in a joint
venture. Likewise, area businesses
are important in any local drive, par-
ticularly for an urban site. Itis in the
best interest of local merchants to
have an urban green space that is
pleasant and well maintained, making
the downtown area a more inviting

- place to visit. It is also in their inter-
est to show civic-mindedness and
interest in the well-being of their
community.

" Local or community foundations are
often able to offer small grants for
projects that are in keeping with their
objectives. Large corporations, too,
particularly if they have a local office,
are possible sources for funding.
They may have foundations that
award grants, or they may offer dona-
tions directly. They may also match
or double whatever gifts their
employees contribure.

The organization should also explore
the possibility of in-kind services. A
local garden center may be willing to
donate supplies or plant materials. A
printer may be willing to print a
brochure at no charge. Such services
can save considerable amounts of
money.

Smaller efforts, such as an event held
in the graveyard, are sometimes
worthwhile as well. A carefully writ-
ten and well-documented walking
tour brochure may be sold at a mod-
est price, covering its cost and con-
tributing to the fund-raising effort.
More important, the brochure will
provide much needed community
education and will also gain new
friends for the project.

Phote: Lynetre Strangstad

Evoking the romance of history past,
the church ruin is the cultural feature
that dominates this 18th-century burial
ground.

CASE STUDY:

The Friends of Magﬂoz'ia Cemetery

The Friends of Magnolia Cemctery in
Mobile, Alabama exemplifies one
group’s effort to organize and secure
funding to preserve a historic burial
ground. In 1980 the care of the 120
acres and 50,000 burials of Magnolia
Cemetery was under the control of a
private landscaping firm under con-
tract with the City of Mobile.
Magnolia, a cemetery dating to 1836,
appeared overgrown and neglected.

In 1985 The Friends of Magnolia
Cemetery, a nonprofit organization,
was formed. In 1986 with the assis-
tance of the Mobile Historic
Development Commission, Magnolia
was listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. Working with the
city, in 1987 the Friends of Magnolia
Cemetery bid on and received the
maintenance contract giving the orga-
nization a core operating budget. The
city retained ownership and liability,
which was covered under existing
insurance policies. For the fledgling
Friends of Magnolia to have attempt-
ed to insure the site separately would
have been cost-prohibitive. The
Friends of Magnolia hired its own

permanent, full-time maintenance
staff and began work in preservation
planning, self-education, and research.

In addition to the maintenance con-
tract, the principal source of income is
derived from the establishment of a
perpetual care trust fund. Anyone
with family buried at Magnolia is
offered perpetual care for a one-time
fee equivalent to slightly more than
$5 per square foot of their plot. Also,
many trusts held at local banks for
perpetual care have been legally
transferred, with permission of the
families, to the perpetual care trust.
The Friends may use 90 percent of
the interest income for maintenance
and restoration, leaving 10 percent as
a hedge against inflation. Contribu-
tions from private foundations have
gone primarily to specific restoration
projects. Both the Alabama Humanities
Foundation and the Alabama State
Office of Tourism have funded publi-
cations.

Historic Site Designation

Local or state designation as an his-
toric site can also benefit a burial
ground. Designation affords recogni-
tion, offers prestige, and, working as a
public education tool, may also offer
some protection. Some state funds
may be available. Most of these focus
on the research and planning aspects
of a project, with very little money
generally available for actual construc-
tion, reconstruction, or conservation.

In addition, burial grounds may also
be recorded as archeological sites with
state archeologists. This process
offers the advantage of integrating the
archeologist into the planning
processes, often providing an added
ally toward preservation.

Getting the site listed in the National
Register of Historic Places is difficult
unless the cemetery is on the proper-
ty of a historically significant building
or within the boundaries of a historic
district. The National Register nomi-
nation guidelines state the following
concerning cemeterics:
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Ordinarily, cemeteries, birthplaces or
graves of historical figures, properties
owned by religious institutions or
used for religious purposes, structures
that have been moved from their orig-
inal locations, reconstructed historic
buildings, properties primarily com-
memorative in nature, and properties
that have achieved significance within
the last fifty years shall not be consid-
ered eligible for the National
Register. However, such properties
will qualify if they are integral parts of
districts that do meet the criteria or if
they fall within the following cate-
gories:

e areligious property deriving signifi-
cance from architectural or historical
importance; or

¢ a building or structure removed

from its original location, but which is
significant primarily for architectural
value, or which is the surviving struc-
ture most importantly associated with
a particular person or event; or

® 3 birthplace or grave of a historical
figure of outstanding importance if
there is no other appropriate site or
building directly associated with his
productive life; or

® a cemetery that derives its primary
significance from graves of persons of
transcendent importance, from age,
from distinctive design features, or from
association with historic events; or

* 4 reconstructed building when
accurately executed in a suitable envi-
ronment and presented in a dignified
manner as part of a restoration master
plan, and when no other building or
structure with the same association
has survived; or

® a property commemorative in
intent if design, age, tradition, or sym-
bolic value has invested it with its
own historical significance; or

e a property achieving significance
within the past fifty years if it is of
exceptional importance.

(National Register Bulletin No. 41,
“Guidelines for Evaluating and

Registering Cemeteries and Burial
Places.”)

While listing in the National Register
does not guarantee a site any special
favor, it does offer some protection
against intrusion from federally fund-
ed or permitted projects such as con-
struction of dams or highways.
National Register listing may also
enhance a site’s eligibility for state
and federal grants for preservation
projects when available.

Working With Volunteers

Volunteer involvement is an integral
part of the success of most burial site
preservation projects, Volunteers
often initiate the formation of a sup-
port group, and do the legwork and
the research to develop goals and
means of reaching those goals.
Volunteers provide the enthusiasm,
the energy, and the driving force
behind most projects. Once a project
is defined and underway, however,
enthusiasm may wane as goals seem
distant and all but unobtainable,
People move away or develop other
interests or problems, so there is often
not a large, long-term association,
Much responsibility falls to those
faithful volunteers who see the pro-
ject through from beginning to end.

Partly because of the nature of a vol-
unteer staff, a coordinator of volun-
teers, preferably a paid position, is
essential. The coordinator takes
charge of all the varied talents and
time schedules of the volunteers, sets
timetables for goal accomplishment,
assigns tasks, and follows up to ensure
they are completed. This person
keeps others informed and on track,
and ensures that each participant
understands the project and his or her
part in it.

Once a formal plan is developed, vol-
unteers can be instrumental in carry-
ing it out. With only limited training,
they can be the backbone of the work
force for documenting and pho-
tographing many sites. The difficulty

of these tasks is not to be underrated.
Documentation requires patience,
accuracy, and good judgment.
Thousands of dollars in wasted film
and processing costs can result from
an amateur photographer who was
unaware of the sometimes complex
light requirements in burial grounds.

Following more in-depth training,
volunteers can undertake elementary
conservation cfforts such as washing
or resetting certain types of markers.
Make sure that each volunteer has
received the necessary training for the
particular task assigned. In no case
should untrained or unskilled individ-
uals attempt even elementary conser-
vation work. Conservation processes
are complex and often require skilled
technicians familiar with historic grave
marker conservation. Using unskilled
or semi-skilled volunteers in such
operations can cause irreparable dam-
age to both the markers and the site.

Volunteers were instrumental in help-
ing focus attention on Randolph
Cemetery in Columbia, South
Carolina. Founded in 1871, Randolph
is the final resting place of many
prominent black South Carolinians.
When the Committee for the
Restoration and Beautification of
Randolph Cemetery was organized in
1973, the cemetery was neglected,
vandalized and severely overgrown.
The volunteer organization helped
reverse the adverse conditions of the
cemetery and actively worked to
inform the public of its significance.
Today, however, the committee des-
perately needs younger and and more
active volunteers as many of the origi-
nal trustees are quite elderly and
unable to continue the campaign to
preserve the cemetery. The early suc-
cess of the volunteer committee in
Randolph Cemetery and subsequent
drop in activity point out the need for
an active program to recruit new vol-
unteers.



De\_e'_elopment of Workshops

Training workshops for volunteers and
local personnel help keep costs at a
minimum and as much work in-house
as possible. Workshops (or one
extended workshop) can train volun-
teers in skills necessary for such tasks
as mapping, documentation, survey-
ing, photographing markers, site main-
tenance, investigative probing for
sunken or buried markers, stone reset-
ting, and stone cleaning., A training
workshop gives individuals the oppor-
tunity to gain experience in identify-
ing problems they may encounter and
hands-on experience in arriving at cor-
rect solutions. Sometimes the most
valuable lesson learned is a clear
understanding of what is best left to
experienced professionals.

A training manual and video of the
workshop will help train future volun-
teers and will also help to ensure that
the original cffort is not lost to tech-
niques which deviate, more each vear,
from the standards set at the workshop.

Developing the Preservation Plan

A preservation plan is essential to pre-
serve the historic integrity of the site,
to protect it from unwarranted changg,
and to ensure knowledgeable steward-
ship. Such a plan emphasizes the
need for continued research, land-
scape preservation planning, appropri-
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ate and thoroughly documented con-
servation, guidelines for routine main-
tenance, and regulations governing
site management. The plan should
cover funding, security, visitation,
educational concerns, vandalism, and
theft. It addresses both immediate
short-term considerations, such as
protecting the markers from mower
damage, and long-term goals, such as
continuing research.

Such as plan has been developed for
the Old Burying Ground in Beaufort,
South Carolina dating from 1731.
Under the direction of the Beaufort
Historical Association, the organiza-
tion responsible for the site, preserva-
tion planners specializing in historic
burial sites prepared a detailed preser-
vation plan. The consultants evaluat-
ed all past and ongoing activities and
made recommendations for future
care, provided guidelines for addition-
al planning activities, and completed
a conditions assessment. They rec-
ommended additional documentation
and research, including a comprehen-
sive marker survey, map upgrading,
and a detailed landscape preservation
plan. Consultants designed a program
for marker conservation, a complex
task due to the variety of marker
types found at the site. The plan also
suggested further educational efforts
and administrative changes, as well as
developing work priorities and a work
plan.

While the architectural significance of this

brick family tomb is immediately appar-

ent, a historical and cultural evaluation

will also explain the origin and contextu- S
al significance of the sryle.

The master plan for the Old Burying
Ground enables the association to
develop an ongoing course of action
rather than react to short-term needs.
In addition, the plan will give future
carctakers the opportunity to provide
continuity in their approach to care.

Identifying Professionals

One of the first and, in many 2
respects, one of the most important
tasks in plan development is locating
the right professional for each task.
Preservation planners, historians,
archeologists, arborists, horticulturists,
bortanists, landscape historians, his-
toric landscape architects, cultural
landscape architects, historic building
architects, historic preservationists,
historic sites engineers, soils engi-
neers, structural engineers, geologists,
cartographers, geographers, cultural
geographers, historic sites
researchers, historians, architectural
conservators, fine arts conservators,
restoration artisans, monument deal-
ers, and others appropriate to a given
site are all important to the success of
a preservation project.

Professionals in these fields are not all

alike. Itis necessary to interview

them, talk to some of their clients,

and view their work. In many cases it

is difficult to locate individuals within {f‘\
a discipline who are familiar with his-

toric burial grounds and their special
requirements. Ask questions to



determine if the individuals under
consideration truly have the necessary
expertise. Check with area or state
historical organizations that may have
used their services. Call the state his-
toric preservation officer (SHPO) to
see who that office has worked with
or whether there is a list of recom-

.mended artisans, technicians, or firms.

Talk to historic preservation architects
and others who are likely to have
worked with similar professionals in
your area.

In many cases the first professional
needed is a preservation planner to
prepare the plan itself. An analysis of
the site and determination of its
needs by experienced and knowl-
edgeable planners can provide the
best course of action and can safe-
guard the historical integrity of the
burial ground. In the long run it will
help to avoid costly mistakes and pre-
serve irreplaceable resources.

Documentation and Surveys

Essential components needed to pre-
pare the plan include a map, surveys,
and evaluations. They are necessary
for the historical record, for future
maintenance and management con-
siderations, and to plan conservation
work. Without knowing what has

gone before, it is difficult, if not
impossible, to determine what should
follow. For example, the understand-
ing of marker significance depends to
a great extent on research and docu-
mentation of the site. A marker type
considered ordinary in one burial
ground may have a considerably dif-
ferent significance if found in another
burial ground in, say another part of
the country or dating from another
time period. Information gained from
research and documentation lends
much to the understanding of land-
scape patterns, paths and walkways,
and significance of vegetation. It is
also frequently required for appropri-
ate marker conservation. In most
cases, trained volunteers can be a
major part of the documentation
process.

The Map. The first component of a
thorough documentation of the burial
ground is a good map that indicates
the location of all features and grave
markers by number, cross-referenced
alphabetically by name. It also
includes unmarked graves when
known by grave depressions, ceme-
tery records, or oral history (separate
symbols are used for each type).
Perimeter walls, walkways and paths,
vegetation, plot enclosure walls,
fences, and copings, as well as any

buildings or other features on the site
are identified. Sometimes overlays
are useful to delineate and clarify fea-
tures at a complicated site.

Complex sites are better mapped by
a professional cartographer. Some-
times a grant may be obtained for
such work, or in-kind cartographic
services can be identified. The geog-
raphy department at a local university
may agree to include mapmaking of a
burial site in an existing internship
program or as part of course work, or
might recommend students who may
be able to provide their mapmaking
services at a reasonable fee.

Historical and Cultural Resources
Evaluation. The evaluation should
include a history of the site, cultural
influences, changes to the site, and
the significance of such influences
and changes. It reflects the social his-
tory of the community as it is
revealed through the cemetery.
Utilizing community rescarch oppor-
tunities (oral histories, family records)
together with an examination of site
features (materials, forms, spatial rela-

Early photographs can provide clues
about the history of a particular site.



tionships) and the relationship of the
burial ground to the region, the histor-
ical and cultural resources evaluation
adds to the understanding of the sig-
nificance of the site. It augments the
historical record and is used for deter-
mining priorities and establishing his-
torical authenticity for all conservation
work.

Typical research sources for burial site
preservation include historical society/
association records; church or syna-
gogue records; business ledgers and
old newspaper ads of monument deal-
ers, stonecutters, and mortuary estab-
lishments; oral histories; and archival
repositories such as university and
state libraries and local public libraries.
Libraries may contain probate records,
estate records, property deeds and
early maps, early photographs and
newspapers, and family papers of indi-
viduals buried at the site.

Comprehensive Marker Survey.

The marker inventory identifies and
catalogues each individual marker.
With training, volunteers can under-
take the labor-intensive comprehen-
sive marker survey. In addition to
name, death date, and location, the
style of marker is noted, along with
material, condition, size, motifs, com-
plete inscription, orientation, carver’s
signature (if any), type of plot enclo-
sure, and vegetation. Footstones may
be identified on the same survey
sheet as the parent stone, or they may
be documented on separate survey
sheets.

Such information as material, size,
condition of marker, and orientation is
often overlooked as being unimpor-
tant, but is essential to any conserva-
tion program and augments informa-
tion available in the photographic
documentation. Orientation is partic-
ularly important in case the marker
requires resetting or other future con-
servation work. Once a marker is out
of the ground or otherwise removed
from its original location, the orienta-
tion is surprisingly easily forgotten.

Each burial ground has its own partic-
ular requirements, unique features, or
other idiosyncrasies, and a survey form
that is site specific will best provide

the information most useful to that site.

Conditions Assessment. This survey
analyzes markers based on materials
and condition. A comprehensive
assessment is based on a marker-by-
marker analysis, while a preliminary
assessment simply identifies and
describes major conditions and prob-
lems at a given site. A good assess-
ment addresses not only the mechani-
cal deterioration problems found, but
also discusses the site and environ-
mental factors affecting the markers
documented. Trained conservators or
artisans experienced in historic burial
ground preservation should carry out
such an assessment.

Photographic Survey. ‘Trained volun-
teers can complete the photographic
survey of each marker and other fea-
tures. In some cases, however, partic-
ularly when lighting 1s complicated,
trained photographers may be pre-
ferred. Black and white film printed
on archival quality paper is used to
produce long-lasting documentary
photographs. In addition, the pro-
cessing should be done by a commer-
cial or professional firm wich high
standards regarding archival process-
ing. Chemicals used and processing
techniques can have a major impact
on the longevity of the prints.

One clear picture of each marker 1s
usually sufficient. Additional photos
are needed if there is carving on more
than one face of the stone, the stone
contains intricate motifs or carver’s
signature, or exhibits acute deteriora-
tion. Such photos should be taken
concurrently with other photos both
for convenience and to illustrate the
condition of the marker at one partic-
ular time. Each photo should indicate
both orientation (an arrow pointing
north is most commonly used) and
scale (a rule with large numbers next
to the stone is effective). A series of
panoramic shots provides landscape
and context views of the site at the
time of the survey.

Tree and Vegetation Survey.
Together with its accompanying vege-
tation conditions assessment, the tree
and vegetation survey is essential to
identify and record all vegetation in
the cemetery. Part of the historical
record, it is used for maintenance and
management. It is conducted by a
horticulturist, consulting arborist,
landscape historian, or preservation
landscape architect familiar with his-
toric plantings and with the preserva-
tion of landscaping in historic burial
grounds. Sometimes urban foresters
Or COUNty Or university extension
agents are able to offer needed guid-
ance. It is essential that the profes-
sionals chosen for the survey are
familiar with historical vegetation
found in burial grounds. Many land-
scape architects, for example, are
more familiar with planning than
plantings and with modern hybrids
than earlier varieties. Plants found in
old burial grounds are varieties infre-
quently grown today. In addition,
native wild flowers, grasses and other
vegetation may remain from the pre-
settlement terrain, particularly in
sparscly populated areas.

The survey documents location, vari-
ety, size, age, and condition of plant
species. It outlines general mainte-
nance and recommends treatment for
the various foliage features of the site,
It also recommends removal of inva-
sive, weedy, or scrub vegetation and
may contain notes as to the historic
character of various plantings.
Surveyors should conduct the survey
during at least three seasons: spring,
summer, and fall. Some plants may
be easily overlooked if the survey
takes place in one season only.

_ Additional Surveys. Complete docu-

mentation of the site requires similar
surveys of such additional features as
buildings, statuary, mausolea, stained
glass, ironwork, brickwork, plot enclo-
sures, stonework, retaining walls,
walkways, and roads. Surveys may
also include water systems, faucets,
fountains, bridges, ponds, chairs, and
benches. Sites with buildings, mau-
solea, statuary, and ironwork, in partic-
ular, require separate surveys for these

Q



features in addition to the grave
marker survey. While all these fea-
tures are of equal importance to those
listed above—and possibly of even
greater importance in a particular bur-
ial ground—they cannot be dealt with
at length in this booklet. These sur-
veys include photographs and
describe location, condition, style,
motif, size, maker, architectural detail-
ing and other information regarding
these historically, culturally, and artis-
tically important features.

Alternative Archeology

Although archeology is invaluable for

_ historic buildings and sites, many tra-

ditional archeological techniques are
often inappropriate in a burial ground.
More and more archeologists who
wish to investigate historic sites with-
out damaging them are relying on
nonintrusive, remote-sensing tech-
nologies. While many of these tech-
niques are still considered experimen-
tal, and there is some discussion
regarding reliability when used in the
absence of traditional methods, in
many cases the relatively high cost of
these techniques is outweighed by
the research and documentation value
of their findings.

Technologies available include
ground-penetrating radar, color
infrared aerial photography, thermal
infrared-multispectral scanning, and
thermal resistivity. Commercial firms,
universities, and the National Park
Service are actively pursuing alterna-
tive archeology and may be able to
offer advice and assistance.

Ground-penetrating radar, has been
used with great success at many carly
cemeteries and other historic sites.
Surface readings of soil density to six
feet deep and more enable an experi-
enced operator to accurately identify
cemetery boundaries, early burials,
later vaulted burials, relative age of
burials, occasional overburying,
underground streams, and other
underground features in a tortally non-
invasive technique. In some instances,
local utility companies or universities

have ground-penetrating radar equip-
ment and are willing to take partin a
community research effort at lictle or
no cost to the sponsoring organization.

The National Aerial Photography
Program (NAPP), a division of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, pho-
tographs the entire country in five-
year cycles. Even though these
infrared photographs are fairly small
scale, they are often detailed enough
to show individual gravestones, are
readily available, inexpensive, and can
be helpful for mapping purposes.
After studying the NAPP photos, an
expert at interpreting infrared pho-
tographs can recommend whether or
not a more detailed survey would pro-
vide additional information. Features
such as plot enclosures, fences, build-
ing foundations, below-grade founda-
tions for funerary structures, paths
and roadways, as well as unmarked
graves and fallen gravestones thart are
buried just below grade may be
revealed.

Intended Uses

In addition to safeguarding the past,
preservation planning should address
the proposed use of the site. While a
vast Victorian cemetery may not be
harmed by moderately increased visi-
tation, the effects of additional visitors
may be a primary concern at a small
site. An urban or easily accessible site
is more likely than a remote site to
draw great numbers of visitors, and,
therefore, more likely to be affected
by visitation. A less prominent site,
on the other hand, even after preser-
vation efforts, may receive only light
to moderate visitation. Obviously,
massive grave markers such as mau-
solea in good condition are far less
vulnerable to damage by visitors than
are more ephemeral markers com-
posed of wood, shells, or other vernac-
ular materials. Such considerations
are an important part of planning the
preservation project. If the burial
ground is currently used for undesir-
able activities such as drug dealing or
is a frequent target of vandals, plan-
ners need to address the situation and
incorporate corrective measures into
the overall plan.

Setting Priorities

Another aspect of plan development is
establishing priorities for the site itself.
At most sites, these include emergency
stabilization and conservation.

Emergency Stabilization

Preparing a plan and getting it funded
and underway is an involved and
often time-consuming process. In
nearly every case, areas of critical
need require immediate attention
before the overall conservation and
restoration project gets fully underway.

Safety. Almost without exception,
safety is the first consideration in the
preservation of early burial sites. Any
marker element found to be loose,
dislodged, or leaning precariously, or
any other condition perceived to
affect visitor or marker safety requires
immediate correction. A marker that
has loose elements is particularly haz-
ardous since it may appear stable but
could be easily toppled by an unsus-
pecting adult or a child at play.

Before the larger project is underway,
such structures can often be identi-
fied, photographed, dismantled, and
stored on site, Volunteers or staff can
move small to medium-sized markers,
but if the structure is larger than staff
or volunteers can safely move, the
area should be marked off with barri-
ers to keep visitors away. A sign indi-
cating the vulnerability of markers
and the potential danger some may
pose to visitors is appropriate, too.

Legal Considerations. The legal
implicarions of unsound markers is
one of the emergency stabilization
concerns. Since burial grounds are
often popular places for strollers, jog-
gers, and playing children, and are
sometimes visited by tour groups and
school groups, any condition that may
result in injury may subsequently
result in legal action against the stew-
ards of the site. This, of course,
applies to any condition present
before as well as after conservation
cfforts.



Further, the condition may worsen
when conservation work is underway
and precarious markers are further
destabilized during dismantling and
rebuilding. Legal considerations
should be addressed and clarified
carly in the project. Sponsors should
be aware of the extent of their liabili-
ty, whether or not a governing body
such as the church or local govern-
ment provides coverage, and have a
clear understanding with contractors
working at the site regarding insur-
ance coverage and safety procedures
while work is underway.

Landscape Stabilization. Even
béfore the landscape preservation
plan is complete, such landscape-
related issues as drainage, badly dete-
riorated roads, failing retaining walls,

Cleaning Burial Markers

When to Clean

Determine nature of soiling agents:
lichens, fungi, vines, and other bio-
logical growth obscure inscriptions.
They may promote acidic surface
conditions or actually feed on stone
material. Carbonaceous deposits
may cause gypsum to form.

Who Should Clean

Cleaning is generally undertaken
by conservators prior to stone
treatment.

Cleaning may be undertaken by
maintenance personnel, plot own-
ers, and volunteers following a
brief workshop illustrating correct
methods and materials.

How to Clean

Unstable stones: leave for a con-
servator or leave alone.

Stable stones in good overall condi-
tion: begin by flooding stone with
clean water. Sometimes water
alone or water and a soft-bristled
brush is enough.. If a cleaning

or dead trees or limbs threatening
markers may require attention. While
it is not advisable to procced without
the proper professional advice, some
carefully limited remedial work to
correct a safety problem or to prevent
a minor problem from quickly devel-
oping into a major one is sometimes
necessary.

Developing Conservation Priorities

Once conservation needs are identi-
fied in the conditions assessment, the
necessary treatments can be priori-
tized on a marker-by-marker basis.
Scheduling the work depends on a
number of factors, including conser-
vation considerations, safety concerns,
and relative historic significance.
When all of these are identified and

understood, conservationists can devel-
op priorities, with safety considera-
tions given a high priority. Sometimes
a marker with a high rating in one
area may have a low rating in another,
giving it a moderate priority overall.

Conservation of features other than
markers is part of a master priorities
listing with each feature given appro-
priate consideration. At sites where
ironwork, for example, is of excep-
tional quality, much of its conserva-
tion may take precedence over
stonework. The repair of significant
retaining walls, may be a top priority
from both a safety and cultural point
of view. Decisions such as these must
be made on site on a case-by-case
basis and formalized as an integral
part of the preservation plan.

agent is desired, use plain household
ammonia diluted with water 1:4.
Always complete the process by rins-
ing thoroughly with clean water.
Gypsum may be removed with con-
[iHLIOUS Cth'a—lO“’ pressurc water
application.

Avoid

Cleaning sugary, cracked, split or
otherwise unsound stones

Muriatic acid
Household bleach
Household detergents
Pressure cleaning
Unidentified chemicals
Sandblasting

Stone refinishing
Letter recutting

Paint

Sealants

Metal implements

Biocides

Use

Rubber gloves and goggles

Nylon or tampico scrub brush
Cleaning solution of water alone or
plain household ammonia and water
diluted 1:4

Tongue depressors

Q-tips

Spray bottles

Garden hose

Remove by Hand

Encroaching vegetation which
keeps markers damp (trim historic
vegetation; remove scrub vegeta-

tion)

Vegetation in mortar joints or seams
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Developing Landscape
Preservation Priorities

As with monument conservation,
landscape preservation priorities begin
with-safety and emergency stabiliza-
tion issues, development of the land-
scape preservation survey and condi-

_ tions assessment, and long-term main-
- tenance considerations. Additional

concerns addressed in the preserva-
tion plan are site-specific.

Conservation

Finding conservation professionals

‘can be difficult. Burial sites preserva-

tion or restoration specialists are rare,
and professionals in related fields may
be inappropriate for a given task. Just

as one would not ask a drywaller to

repair 18th-century horsehair plaster,
it is important that a handyman or
stone mason accustomed only to
working with modern materials not
undertake the repair of historic
stonework.,

Even in apparently straightforward
cases or in cascs that appear to require
relatively minor repairs, it 1s essential
that conservators, artisans, or masons
experienced in historic preservation
undertake the work. Materials, skills,
and techniques required for conserva-
tion treatments differ markedly from

_ those required for new construction.

Architectural or fine arts conservators,
and some restoration artisans, stone
and brick masons are likely to offer
services appropriate to the repair of
unsound or broken grave markers,
ironwork, tombs, and mausolea.

Monument dealers are often qualified
to reset large, complex markers since
they may have the heavy equipment
necessary to move large pieces of
stone. However, since their specialty
is the cutting and setting of new
work, particularly granite and marble,
they generally are not skilled in the
exacting requirements of mending
carly, weathered, and fragile markers
of sandstone, slate, limestone, and
marble. While some dealers have

It is important lo use appropri-
ate cleaning and repair rechniques
when dealing with damaged
markers.

considerable interest and experience
in early burial sites, others have little
or none. They may feel that tech-
niques used today are also appropriate
to repair 18th- and 19th-century arti-
facts and, despite good intentions,
may do serious damage.

It is essental that the project sponsor
become familiar with the basic process-
es and appropriate materials involved
in conservation work. The sponsor can
then recognize both appropriate and
potentially damaging techniques before
work begins or a contractor is chosen.

No matter how little project sponsors
may know about conservation, one
important indicator in selecting a con-
servation artisan is meticulous work
style. Other qualities to look for
include: well-executed examples of
other similar work, sensitivity to the
historic nature of the project, and con-
cern for the safety of the piece being
worked on as well as for other features
in the immediate area. If the contrac-
tor has taken great pains in carlier
work to make repairs as unobtrusive
as possible and has cleaned up previ-
ous sites thoroughly after the work
was done, it is likely the individual
will take similar care regarding these
and other details at other sites. While
neatness does not take the place of

knowing the right techniques, it is
nevertheless a prerequisite to it and
contributes significantly toward an
acceptable repair.

Conservation of the various features
of the site is a complex task that may
require services of several different
conservation professionals. A experi-
enced restoration brickmason may
rebuild or repair a brick family tomb,
for example, but may not know how
to repair tablet stones. An ironworker
will not repair white bronze. A stone-
mason who is expert in rebuilding
dry-laid retaining walls may or may
not know how to rebuild a 1920s fam-
ily tomb. An architectural conservator
may know how to deal with some of
these, but not others. Therefore, a
conservation coordinator may be nec-
essary to integrate the efforts of vari-
ous conservation professionals in
order to assure the highest quality of
work possible and to allow the project
to proceed smoothly.



Preserving Plants in
Historic Burial Grounds

Plants are an essential part of every
old burial ground and deserve the
same respect and care as any other
historic artifact. In many burial
grounds, scraps of pre-settlement
vegetation survive, In most,
mourners and caretakers have
added favorite plants. Those sur-
viving today create a living docu-
ment that tells of local history, gar-
den fashion, ethnic influences, and
cultural change. Every plant lost
diminishes the document and our
understanding of the past.

These plants may also be great rar-
ities. Old burial grounds have
vyielded roses and other living
antiques once thoughrt lost forever.
To an untrained eye an overgrown
lilac may seem identical to those at
local garden centers—and there-
fore expendable or easily
replaced—but a plant historian
may recognize it as something dis-
tinct and rare. Even some weeds
arc historic plants; black locust
secdlings may be descendants of
trees that ringed a cemetery years
ago. Plants can be amazingly tena-
cious. Until proved otherwisc,
therefore, consider each plant an
irreplaceable bit of the historical
record and an endangered species.

How to Find Historic Plants
Relic plants are often overlooked

because they grow unobtrusively
and in unexpected places. Getting

down on hands and knees can be
enormously revealing. Search first at
the base of the marker—{front, sides,
and back. Even if the grass is
trimmed right up to it, look carefully;
peonies and other plants can survive
for years when mown to grass-height.
Search apparently empty lawn, under
overgrown shrubs, and at the base of
trees. Search the perimeter of the
burial ground, especially just outside
any fence, and near the refuse pile.
Escaped or discarded plants often sur-
vive there in benign neglect. Search
through the year to discover bulbs
and plants that go dormant. Map and
describe everything found.

How to Protect Historic Plants

Most important is an informed atti-
tude. When plants are regarded as
historic artifacts and endangered
species, half the battle is won. So
spread the word.

Modern maintenance is perhaps the
greatest danger to relic plants.
Attempting to meet suburban-lawn
standards while cutting costs, many
cemeterics mow and weedwhip bru-
tally, destroying historic plants,
Weed-killers eradicate those that have
escaped into lawns and are especially
destructive at the base of markers.

Unfortunately, graveyard preservation
itself poses other dangers. “Clean-
ups” often sweep far too clean, and
marker conservation work may dam-

age plants. Rather than removing
shrubs to protect markers, prune
judiciously or dig and move them a
few feet. As a last resort, take cut-
tings to replant. Changes in the
micro-climates in old burial grounds
can cause problems also. ‘[tees and
shrubs mature, for example, shading
once sunny spots. Though some
changes can be moderated, at times
it may be necessary to relocate a
plant.

It may also make sense to re-estab-
lish plants that survive only as
escapees, or to increase the num-
bers of a threatened plant. In any
rescue, keep in mind that no matter
how endangered a plant may seem,
it has long survived as is. Interven-
tion often leads to extinction,
Moving or increasing a plant also
changes the historical record, so use
discretion, and document.

Collecting seeds is the least damag-
ing way to propagate. [o reproduce
a plant exactly, however, take cut-
tings or dig a tiny piece, leaving
most in place. Never jeopardize the
continued life of the original plant.
Avoid introducing new plants into
old burial grounds, since it alters the
historical record, and new may grow
to overwhelm the old.

Undertaking the Field Work

Awareness of preservation principles
underlying all conservation work is
essential. The following principles
do much to guide site work.

Determine the work required regard-
ing each individual feature and the
reasons for it. Determine cultural
and historical significance, underlying
deterioration problems, and proper
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procedures to be used to correct prob-
lems. All too often work begins on
site before such preliminary informa-
tion is fully understood, resulting in
irreparable damage or loss. Taking
the time to understand the work
involved helps to e¢liminate avoidable
losses.

Retain original form and fabric.

This applies to the site overall as well
as to individual markers and other
elements. It is essential to the preser-
varion of the site that as little change
as possible take place. Altering either
the grounds or the markers will seri-
ously compromise the integrity of the
entire historic site. Each monument
or footstone, shrub or perennial, fence-
post, or path, however deteriorated or
fragmented, is an integral part of the
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site and adds to the profile of the bur-
ial ground. Every effort should be
made to retain and preserve all such
material.

Use appropriate materials and tech-
niques. Working with historical mate-
rials is very different from new con-
struction and requires specific skills,
knowledge, tools, and techniques
appropriate to each circumstance.
Correct techniques must be used in
the stabilization and repair of each
element in the burial ground.
Appropriate materials and techniques
will vary with each element and often
with each individual stone, fence, or

‘other feature. Failure to use appro-

priate techniques can result in
irreparable damage and diminished
historic value.

It is important to be aware of what
techniques to avoid. Commonly
used, inappropriate, and damaging
techniques include setting stones in
cement, repairing broken markers
with cement instead of the correct
adhesive, using inappropriate consoli-
dants and sealants, using inappropri-
ate cleaning techniques, using adhe-
sives and epoxies not meant for a par-
ticular stone type, and using modern
mortars that are too hard.

Document all changes made. Much
of the evidence of changes made 1n a
good preservation project will not be
apparent after a year, to say nothing of
a hundred years. Documentation is a
part of the historical record and inte-
gral to any responsible preservation
program. Documentation prior to
beginning work indicates the condi--
tion in which the feature was found.
Documentation while dismantling
any structure should record the
process while also noting internal or
original construction details.
Documentation following completion
outlines what work has taken place,
what changes were made, if any, and
why such change were required.

Photographs throughout the process
provide invaluable documentation.

Maintenance Procedures

Day-to-day, periodic, and long-term
maintenance are essential compo-
nents of a long-term plan to ensure
the continued preservation of any
burial ground. While grounds-keep-
ing personnel can carry out much
maintenance on a regular basis, the
responsibility for the cemetery’s
preservation and maintenance remains
an obligation and concern of those in
charge of the site. Regular inspection
and maintenance schedules for all fea-
tures are part of the maintenance plan.
Realistic budgets should include
annual expenditures for long-term
maintenance of both grounds and
markers.

Marker Maintenance

Ongoing marker maintenance is one
aspect of general maintenance.
Periodic inspections will reveal dam-
age or vandalism. Such incidents
should be recorded as they occur, and
when possible, efforts should begin
immediately to rectify any problems.
All vandalism should be reported to
police and a damage amount derter-
mined by combining historical value
and the cost of professional conserva-
tion and repair.

While mowing of the site is generally
seen as landscape maintenance,
unless the needs of the markers are
met in the process as well, little pur-
pose is served in trimming the grass.
The well-being of the markers should
always take precedence over routine
grounds maintenance. Only mowing
and other maintenance techniques
that are totally non-damaging and
non-threatening to the markers are
appropriate in an historic graveyard.
Caretakers must understand that it is
the site itself they are caring for, with
no aspect considered separately from
any other.

Additional maintenance efforts
include keeping markers free from
debris and leaves, since these hold
moisture and hasten deterioration.
Likewise, removal of extensive moss
and lichen will retard deterioration of

markers. These can be removed
either during a dry period when they
will detach easily with a soft, dry
brush or during a damp period when
they can be gently sprayed with water
and removed with a soft, moistened
brush. Generally, this is a sufficient
cleaning treatment. Additional clean-
ing may be unwarranted intervention.

Landscape Maintenance

Since a landscape is a growing, chang-
ing entity, its maintenance considera-
tions are continual. A well-planned
landscape maintenance schedule will
include both long-term and short-
term considerations. A short-term
schedule may include mowing,
removal of new scrub or weed growth,
and removal and pruning of deadwood.
Longer-term considerations include
treatment of trees and plantings in
need of special attention, possible
introduction of appropriate ground
covers both to protect stones and to
simplify maintenance, and recom-
mendations to ensure the long life of
existing plantings, especially those
that are a part of the site historically.

Routine considerations include use of
nylon filament weedwhips around
sound markers (rather than mowers,
which cause serious damage), hand
clipping around especially vulnerable
markers, protection and care of exist-
ing perennial vegetation at grave sites,
removal of vines and other foliage
from markers, and removal of shoots
or seedlings of new tree growth.

Fertilizers and Biocides. Fertilizers,
herbicides, and insecticides generally
consist of acids or salts and other com-
pounds which can be extremely dam-
aging to most stone material used for
carly markers. Applied directly to
stone markers, they can cause deterio-
ration, especially to marble and other
calcium carbonate stones. In addition,
some of these products, applied near
markers, leach into the soil and travel
through the moisture in the soil to the
stone material, where damage occurs
well after application. Fertilizers
should be avoided as routine mainte-
nance and should not be used at all



around markers. If necessary, they may
be used judiciously around sclected
shrubs, trees, and perennials. Lawns
should be fertilized only under extreme
circumstances, never routinely.

Herbicides, when used directly
around markers, leave an unsightly
brown ring of dead grass and also
destroy any remnants of early planti-
ngs which may have survived only in
these areas protected from mowers.
Herbicides should never be consid-
ered routine maintenance and their
use should be restricted to removal of
such noxious plants as poison ivy or
poison oak.

Insecticides can be damaging to some
markers and plants. They should be
used only in extreme cases of infesta-
tion which are likely to disturb or
injure people at the site. Indiscrim-
inate spraying of fertilizers, herbicides,
or insecticides should be avoided in
all cases.

Irrigation. Irrigation systems found in
some cemeteries are inappropriate in
most historic burial grounds. Generally
a late addition, irrigation systems-alter
the character of the yard. In addition,
repeated applications of water keep
stone material moist, which may
accelerate deterioration. A better solu-
tion—and one which is historically cor-
rect—is to determine what vegetation
was found at the site historically and
allow it to reestablish itself without
benefit of irrigation, even if the result
is a less-than-perfect lawn cover.

Accommodating Vegetation. When
grave sites are disrupted by roots, it
may be preferable to move monu-
ments slightly (and document the
change) to accommodate significant
trees and other plantings. In other
cases, in order to protect markers,
vegeration should be removed. The
determination of whether to move (or
remove) the vegetation or to move
the marker is made by evaluating the
historic significance of both vegera-
tion and markers, the degree of intru-
sion of one upon the other, and the
degree of difficulty and amount of
damage that may be done in altering
either.
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This fine 19th-century cherted walkway
with original brick gutters has been pre-
served through careful maintenance,
although others at the same site have been
paved over. Historic fabric that does not
meet modern needs for durability is
always at risk.

Early Plant Varieties. While recent
scrub or weed growth that threatens
stones or historic vegetation should be
removed, great care should be taken
not to remove early plant varieties.
These may be rare historic relics that
survive nowhere else. Today’s roses,
for example, are very different from
those of 50 or 150 years ago.

Although many old rose varieties are
available today, many more are not,
and such varieties may linger on in
certain old burial grounds. This is
also true for lilacs, irises, and many
other historic plants. In addition,
cemetery plantings are part of the his-
torical record and require protection
to preserve the integrity of the site.
They may have been planted as
memorials, often demonstrating the
plant lore of the 1800s in which plant-
ings symbolically represented the
bereaved’s attitude toward death or
the deceased.

As 1s the case in routine maintenance,
initial cleanup of an overgrown burial
ground can result in much damage to
historic plantings. For the reasons

outlined above, then, the plant histo-
rian should be among the very first
professionals involved in a burial site
preservation project.

Mowing. Mower damage is one of
the main sources of damage to early
markers in a maintained burial
ground. Since even the most careful
grounds keepers will do some dam-
age to many of the soft, early markers
over time, at least two options should
be considered. Both require some
involvement by a plant historian or
other historians and a thorough exam-
ination of the site in order to make an
informed choice.

In most cases, historic burial grounds,
at the height of their activity, were
not closely mown as is commonly
done today. The modern residential
lawn is not an appropriate model for
maintenance of early burial grounds.
It is not historically correct, and it is
detrimental both to the markers and
the historic landscape. Thus, a relax-
ing of mowing standards is appropri-
ate, and indeed essential, to the well-
being of many of these important his-
toric resources. In the early 18th cen-
tury, sheep and goats were the main
“caretakers” at many sites. While
such grass trimming is not likely to
be acceptable today, it is important to
be aware of how burial grounds were
maintained historically. When fami-
lies took care of their own plots, it is
unlikely that every family spent time
each week cutting grass at the burial
ground. Until perpetual care came
into prominence, burial grounds
doubtless had a more natural, less
trimmed appearance. A return to
such authenticity may be one of the
best ways to preserve historic burial
grounds. Many yards, particularly
those that have not been regularly
maintained for many years, may con-
tain unidentified early plantings and
are best left alone, with minimal
mowing and minimal change in exist-
ing plantings.

In other cases, however, where plant
historians determine that few original
plantings remain, and when commu-
nity standards do not allow longer
grasses in a burial ground, ground
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covers can be used to reduce mainte-
nance and lower the risk to stones
from mower damage. Some ground
covers may be historically appropriate,
since they may have existed in the
cemetery from an carlier date. The
expanded use of early varieties of
plantings still existing at the site is
preferable. Again, it is the landscape

- historian who should examine the site
"to determine what ground covers may

already exist at the site and what may
be most appropriately added. Even
increasing the use of existing ground
covers risks destroying surviving relic
plants, especially those found close to
markers where ground cover introduc-

tion can be most useful in preventing

mower damage. Thus, any use of
ground covers must be approached
with extreme care and sensitivity, as
well as a thorough knowledge of
existing plantings.

In some cases, particularly in high
traffic areas where no early vegetation
remains, introduction of newer plants
may also be acceptable to reduce
mower damage. Introduction or
deliberate expansion of any plantings
should be documented. When new
ground covers are desirable, the use
of small-leafed, low-lying varicties
that can thrive in existing conditions
without fertilizers is important, since
they require the least care and pre-
sent the least risk of damage. Low-
lying ground covers are necessary,
since it is important to keep moisture
away from stones and masonry as
much as possible. Such vines such as
English ivy that actach themselves to
stones should be avoided, since they
not only keep the stones moist, but,
in many cases, actually feed on the
stone marterial itself. Among the
ground covers that may be suitable for
various burial ground purposes are
creeping phlox, creeping sedum,
vinca (sometimes known as graveyard
vine), and lily-of-the-valley.

Grave Depressions. Shallow depres-
sions in old burial grounds often are
actually grave depressions. While it is
advisable to fill in sink holes or holes
left by the removal of diseased trees,
grave depressions should be retained.

Often they are the only evidence of
otherwise unmarked graves. Since no
burial may be considered unimpor-
tant, information regarding each must
be preserved, and care taken before
altering any aspect of the terrain.

Ironwork Maintenance

To maintain existing ironwork, sound
arecas of the metal need to be cleaned
and primed. Once iron surfaces are
free of oils and grease, salts, dirt, and
loose rust deposits, and the surface is
allowed to dry, a rust inhibitor may be
applied directly to rusted surfaces
without sandblasting or extensive
sanding. Elimination or reduction of
the sanding step is cost-cffective,
since time is saved. It is also sound as
a preservation policy, since as much as
possible of the deteriorating iron is
retained and re-adhered to the sound
surface. The question of whether or
not to paint the ironwork, and what
color, can be answered through care-
ful research to determine what colors
various structures may have been
painted at the time of their construc-
tion. The state historic preservation
officer may be helpful in finding a
professional who can assist with paint
analysis.

When existing ironwork structures
such as fences are not complete, a
preferred preservation solution is to
repair and maintain the remaining
work rather than add historically
incorrect substitutes.

Road and Path Maintenance

Roads and paths, particularly in 19th-
century cemeteries, are often a key
feature in articulating the cemerery’s
landscape design and their preserva-
tion and maintenance are essential.
Such preservation includes maintain-
ing existing widths and contours,
small triangles or small circles often
found at intersections, and the orngi-
nal paving surfaces. Brick gutters
should be maintained rather than
1ignored or eliminated. Introduction
of asphalt for the convenience of
modern vehicles seriously alters the
site and erodes its integrity. To pre-

serve certain existing roadways, traffic
can sometimes be limited to pedestri-
ans only. Replacement of original
crushed stone or early brick with new
brick pavers or other paving materials
likewise compromises the site. If
brick was the original material, roads
or paths should be resurfaced with as
much of the original brick as possible
and reproduction brick that matches
the original in color, size, texture, and
strength intermixed as necessary.
When a custom-made brick is
required, restoration brick firms gen-
erally have little difficulty in produc-
ing good replica brick. Brick and
gravel paths and roadways need regu-
lar maintenance. Especially impor-
tant arc the monitoring and repair or
correction of erosion problems.

Adapting for Current Uses

Because tourists and other interested
persons are among the most common
visitors to burial grounds, minor adap-
tations to accommodate them, such as
benches and trash receptacles, can
accommodate the burial site as well.
In Victorian cemeteries, cast-iron
benches dnd cast-iron or wire trash
receptacles might be appropriate at
strategic points. At an earlicr, simpler
burial ground, such accommodations
are best left outside the burial ground
near the entry. Placement and choice
of these elements require careful con-
sideration. A plastic industrial drum
with TRASH painted on it is not
acceptable in any historic burial
ground.

Urban Green Spaces

Uses beyond tourist visitation are
important, too, and probably essential
to the survival of many sites. Burial
grounds are typically visited by
genealogists, history buffs, and people
interested in gravestone carvings. In
urban areas, cemeteries and earlier

- burial grounds provide open areas that

offer urbanites the tranquility and
respite found in tree-lined, grassy
areas. Delightful places for strolling
or birdwatching, burial sites also serve
as minor habitat for wildlife, particu-
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larly small creatures such as birds and
squirrels. Some 19th-century ceme-
teries also serve as botanical gardens.
Such uses are very much in keeping
with the original intent of the site and
serve today’s public admirably as well.

Signage

Signage is an important aspect of the
visitor’s perceptual experience of the
site. Signs should be uniform
throughout the site and should reflect
the style of the era most appropriate
to the burial ground. In most cases,
simple, clear, unobtrusive signs are
best suited to burial grounds and
wherever possible should be limited
to the entryway. The use of signs
throughout the site is disruptive and
also compromises the site historically,
unless signs were placéd originally at
a very early date in the site’s history.
In many cases, a style similar to that
used by the National Park Service at
its historic sites is most appropriate:
effective, simple, and clear.

Content of signs is primarily informa-
tive. Sometimes a map at the entry-
way can effectively direct visitors to
points of interest. Historical informa-
tion for background is also useful. In
addition to providing visitor informa-
tion, signs can also state regulatory
policy. In some cases, a direct state-
ment of what is or is not allowed is
appropriate. Often, however, a posi-
tive approach that involves visitors
and asks them to take a personal
interest in the site is more effective.
Remind visitors that the site is both
historic and sacred ground that
deserves care and respect. A note
here about the fragility of the site may
be appropriate as well.

Regulations

Regulations apply primarily to visitors
and delineate appropriate behavior,
hours of operation, and acceptable
maintenance procedures. Site regula-
tions might open the yard at 8 or 9
a.m., closing at dusk. A notice that
trespassers during closed hours will be
prosecuted may aid police monitoring
the site to reduce vandalism.
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-Gravestone rubbing should be strong-

ly curtailed or eliminated due to
potential damage to markers.
Irreparable and significant damage
has commonly been done by people
who thought themselves to be both
careful and knowledgeable. In addi-
tion to the damage caused by pigment
residue, most visitors are not able to
accurately distinguish between sound
stones and unstable ones. Because of
the potential damage, rubbing is best
avoided altogether,

It is essential to the well-being of the
burial site, for legal clarity, for proper
site maintenance, and for permanent
archival records that any governmen-
tal body with jurisdiction over an
active burial ground enforce an exist-
ing ordinance or, if necessary, imple-
ment a new one to record all new
burials in all cemeteries under its
jurisdiction. The burial record
includes, at a minimum, the name,
location (mapped), and date of the
proposed burial. Obviously, no buri-
als are allowed in otherwise claimed
spaces. A permit to bury, issued fol-
lowing proof of ownership of the pro-
posed grave space, should be required
at the site before a burial can take
place. Such records, appropriately
maintained by the city or county and
upheld with mutual cooperation
between the governmental body and
the burial site administration, bear the
force of law.

Other regulations appropriate to
effective management and care of
the site should also be developed.
Regulations are generally site specific
and may vary greatly from one site to
the next.

Additional Activities

Other current uses, particularly of the
larger Victorian sites, include orga-
nized activities such as tours, holiday
and memorial observances, communi-
ty picnics, fund raisers such as walks
or runs, and more. Such activities,
when managed by informed, sensitive
groups in charge of the site, can add
much to the modern use of cemeter-
ies without damaging the site. Such

expanded use of burial grounds is
desirable both to the site (well-visited
sites are less subject to vandals and
derelicts than are less visited sites),
and to local residents. Such activities
welcome individuals to the site who
may not otherwise come to know and
appreciate burial grounds, create a
vested interest by individuals in pro-
tecting and promoting the site, and
broaden the base of supporters who
may be willing to speak up either
when inappropriate changes are pro-
posed or when much-needed funding
is required. In the long term, preser-
vation of historic burial grounds is
impossible without the broad-based
interest of the general population.
Carefully managed, many activitiés in
our early burial grounds can benefit
both the historic site and its modern-
day visitor.
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operate a clearinghouse of information
related to burial ground preservation.
For more information contact:
Association for Gravestone Studies,

30 Elm Street, Worcester Mass. 01609.

The Association for Preservation
Technology publishes a directory that
may be useful in locating profession-
als who may assist with burial ground
preservation projects. For more infor-
mation call: (703) 373-1621.
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Center for Thanatology Research
operates a nonprofit library and
research center. It also provides mail
order book sales with many titles
related to graveyard preservation.

For more information contact: Center
for Thanatology Research, 391 Atlantic
Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217

(718) 858-3026.

Chicora Foundation, Inc. publishes
the “Chicora Foundation Research”
bulletin dealing with archeological
research, particularly in the South
Carolina area. For more information
contact: Chicora Foundation, Inc.,
PO. Box 8664, Columbia S.C. 29202.

Each state has its own State Historic
Preservation Officer, a liaison
between the state government and its
citizens regarding historic preservation
matters in that state. They may pro-
vide information and technical assis-
tance. For further information, con-
tact the officer in your state or the
National Conference of State Historic
Preservation Officers, Suite 342, Hall
of the States, 444 North Capitol
Street NW, Washingron D.C. 20001-
1512 (202) 624-5465.

The National Park Service,
Preservation Assistance Division,
offers publications, workshops, techni-
cal assistance, and national policy
direction to provide a critical base of
information for a diverse audience.
These materials provide the tools
necessary to accomplish wise preser-
vation practice on a variety of land-
scape resource types nationwide. For
more information contact: National
Park Service, Preservation Assistance
Division, Technical Preservation
Services Branch, PO. Box 37127,
Washingron D.C. 20013-7127 (202)
343-9578.

New York Landmarks Conservancy
has a Religious Properties

Program that publishes a newsletter,
Common Bond. For more information
contact: New York Landmarks
Conservancy, 141 5th Avenue, New
York N.Y. 10010 (212) 995-5260.
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Partners for Sacred Places is an infor-
mation clearinghouse that promotes
good stewardship of America’s historic
religious properties. It publishes a
newsletter and maintains a network of
preservation and restoration resources.
For more information contact:
Partners for Sacred Places, 1616 Walnut
Street, Suite 2210, Philadelphia, Pa.
19103 (215) 546-1288.
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Sample Survey Sheet for Individual Grave Marker

Recorder:
Date:
Name of Burial Ground: Marker Number:
Contact Person: Other 1.D.:
Marker Orientation: E SE S§ SW W NW N NE
Name/DDate: Photo Number:
Dimensions: high wide thick
Marker Type:  [Jtablet [ tablet-on-base Severity of
[ foot C box Condition: (least)y 1 2 3 4 5 (most)
[ table [ obelisk
(I tomb [J mausoleum Causes: U settling [} weathering
[Jcradle [ grave depression O vegetation [ paint
- [ statuary [ barrel vault [ graffici (1 vandalism
O monument [ grave O other:
[ goods [l plaque
[0 modern flat Previous Repair: [ cement U adhesive
1 other: [liron pins [iron braces
[J stucco [J mortar
Material: [(J marble [ limestone [ cement [ encased
J brownstone [ sandstone O rebuilt [ coatings
O slate (] granite O other:
[J dolomite [] fieldstone
[J cast stone [ brick Enclosure Type: [] none [ ironfwood fence
[ stucco [0 white bronze [ brick/stucco/stone wall
L iron ] wood [ brick/stucco/concrete/stone coping
O pottery [J vegetation
O other: [ other:
Motif(s): [ death’s head [soul effigy Vegetation: [(Jnone [J shrubbery
[ urn and willow [J portrait [ trees [J ground covers
[ clasped hands [J open book [ bulbs
O dove [Jlamb [ other (species, variety or describe):
[ cross [ floral
[ cross and crown
(I fraternal Complete
O other (descride): Inscription: [ inscribed [ raised
[ painted
Maker’s [l other:
Signaturc; (on back of survey form, copy exactly as
found on marker)
Condition: U sound [ sound but lying
on the ground
[ cracked [ eroded

[1broken # of pieces
O sunken/tilted [ flaking
[ delaminated [ voids/losses

[ stained

[ moss/flichen

[ structure of footing unsound

[ other:
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Information Booklets
Answer Your Preservation
Questions

Join Historic Preservation
Forum: The Information
Clearinghouse for the
Organized Preservation
Movement

Information booklets are published by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
For a complete list of titles in the series call or write: Information Series, National

Trust for Historic Preservation, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20036, (202) 673-4189 or (202) 673-4286. FAX (202) 673-4223,
Copyright©1995 National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Richard Moe, President, National Trust for Historic Preservation
Peter Brink, Vice President, Programs, Services and Information
Katherine Adams, Director, Preservation Services

Elizabeth Byrd Wood, Editor
Andrea Goldwyn, Business Coordinator

Historic Preservation Forum is a membership program for professionals and orga-
"T'he benefits and privileges of membership include subscriptions to

nizations.

Historic Preservation magazine, and Historic Preservation Forum journal, Forum
News, participation in financial/insurance assistance programs, technical advice,
substantial discounts on professional conferences and educational publications,
and access to Preserve Link, the computer-based communications system

designed for the preservation community. New uformation booklets are available
To join, send $90 annual dues to:
Preservation Forum, National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1785 Massachusetts

free upon request to Forum members.

Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. (202) 673-4296.

The mission of the National Trust for Historic Preservation is to foster an appreciation of the

diverse character and meaning of our American cultural heritage and to preserve and ;fwmlxzf

the livability of our conmunities by leading the nation in saving America’s historic environ-

Menis.

Support for the National Trust is provided in part by matching grants from the U.S.
Department of the Interior, National Park Service, under provisions of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, The opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those

of the U.S. Department of the Interior.

Offices of the National Trust for
Historic Preservation

National Headquarters

1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washingron, D.C. 20036

(202) 673-4296

Mid-Atlantic Office

One Penn Center at Suburban Station
Suite 1520

1617 John F. Kennedy Boulevard
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103-1815

(215) 568-8162

(Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland,

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico,
Virginia, Virgin Islands, West Virginia)

Midwest Office

53 West Jackson Blvd., Suite 1135
Chicago, 1ll. 60604-2103

(312) 939-5547

(llinois, Indiana, Towa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Olio, Wisconsin)

Northeast Office

Seven Faneuil Hall Marketplace, 5th Floor
Boston, Mass. 02109-1649

(617) 523-0885

(Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont)

Southern Office

William Aiken House

456 King Street

Charleston, S8.C. 29403-6247

(803) 722-8552

(Alabama, Arkansas, I'lorida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee)

Mountains/Plains Office

910 16th Street, Suite 1100

Denver, Colo. 80202-2910

(303) 623-1504

(Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming)

Southwest Field Office

500 Main Street, Suite 606
Fort Worth, Tex. 76102-3943
(817) 332-4398

{ New Mexico, Texas, Oklakoma)

Western Office

One Sutter Street, Suite 707

San Francisco, Calif. 94104-4916

(415) 956-0610

(Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawai,
Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington,
Pacific island rerritories)
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