|

| (More coungil newsTon
| Redwaod Citys-historic.union
| Cemetery may soon be denie

lamy-new burials, but the
| chances of it ever becoming &
| playground seem remote today.

That appeared to be the sen-
timent of members of the Red-

wood_City Council foday “aftex

'i Counciimati: Floyd D. Granger.,

| heading the council's cemetery’
committee, announced last
night that “100 per cent of the
people” whose deceased ante-
cedents lie in the cemetery are
opposed to any future use Of
the cemetery as a park.

A year ago, the Park and Rec
reation Commigsion recom:
mended that "the}fcbnncil t:g{-ke
\PPLOP] iate_,_ﬁagtig;/a to conyer!

1 "-g;ser'_y qn ;'ooc_isi_de joac

: and ?‘ec;‘;'eaﬁp

Councilman CArk&. Byftschel,
working with Granger gnifhe
cemetery problgm, said }‘leﬁﬁ‘i
alse talked to gynumberjol sur-
vivors of persofis buried in the

cemetery. Co |
wphe majority of them feel
that the cemetery is a sacred

v would prefer that)
d as a play-:

plot and the
not ever be use
ground. S

. YTt appears #however that
| there would be no objection
|later in the future if a me-
! morial plague were to be con-
i structed in the cemetery area,
‘tabulating as many of the
| names of the deceased as Pos-

i sible.

| The counci-lmen.seemed

i goreed thal state officials be

i queried and, if no objections

;are forthcoming, an ordinance,
| will be prepared which wouldy,
| end burials in Union Cemetery

at the end of five ye.afrs;“vz‘ :

e

| __purposes.

~ City Orders
nion Cemetery
Title Study

Councilmen believe it’s
worth from:$350 fo 8500 to
find out if it would e pos-

- giple to clear the title of
Redwood-—€iby’s ~historic -
Taion Cemetery-and -con=
yert that seven acres to rec-
reation purposes. A

«pet’s find. out
for allif-it can be done, and:
if so, how big a job it would

be-to.get it done,” members.
of .the city council decided
last night, 34 3

They,aufhorized pa

IPe 50 s e 2

of g fegrolyrom.
to Edyard; D Landels, S:
Francisco pttorney and
titie-clearing expert, to ob-
4ain and submit a .report.
The report is expectei to
cite whether Redwood City
may acquire title “fo. the
property for -yecredtional

-

once and

Union Cemerery —
Funds Approved

Redwood City’s, ;}Tis“tgxismmra\
cemetery” o, Woodside R d
wi'5et 1ts usual $1,500 for up-
keep this coming year, '
That's 'thei%nost B St that
give ‘it desp. fe. comgplain s ‘that],
the sum is to&;ﬁ?@&;d;y.'_’qo al-
low prpper car . of, the six-acre|.
_cemetery n Hhich many Cali-|
[fornia (Civil Wak, veterans are
L ed. § ¢ :
13 Saeramento yesterday 3
Sen‘ate‘:ﬁna.nce.suhcom_’mlttee'-a_p—
proved a budget item for the
$1;500. Spokesmen for ‘the ‘com-
mittee said ;hat Redwood City
wants more than that sum but
decided they’'d accept the $1,500
as usual “since the state is going
1to be paying for upkeep foréver.”
The plot was accepted as @
lgift for the state in 1859 by
|Governor Weller. In 1947 the
state found he had 1o legal
authority to accept ihe grant
| which: called for perpetual care.
| six years ago the legislature
passed 2 law obligating the
state to vote annual sums’ as
contract payments to Redwood
city for taking care of the 100~
year-old burial ground.

-

bive park.

te state willl

¢ er, who shares with Britschegi &

‘that that gFoun
‘in yeays to-come; as an.atirac-
4 year ago by the Park and
'gﬁc:featioq ‘Comumission, was
‘given a heavy:shove by Couneil-
-man-Carl A. Britschgi last night
when he called for a hall -to'i
mew burigls in Union Cemetery.|
~ Before the cemetery can be
abandoned aunder state law no
burials can take place for at
Jleast two years, he pointed

aut. 3
Councilman Floyd D. Grang-

place on the council’s: Union
Cemetery -Committee, slowed
down immediate aetion ‘last
night, declaring:

“I'm not ready to make a de-

The move, started more than

‘ple ‘on’ notice as to what We
Jare thinking and let ‘then
- come 10 us”? - it
Grange ‘agreed that Britseh-
gi’s proposal couldbe-considered
as a “suggestion” and that the
council could take up the Unior
Cemetery question again in 3¢
days.

At the same time, Grangel
brought ‘the council news tha
the state -deparbment of fi-
nance had @pproved  his re-
quest that $500 additional stat
funds shoeuld be given -Re'dwﬁqoc
City to properly maintain Unio
Cemetery. The city now re
ceives. $1,500 ‘per year for the
purpose and -can use to . vern
good advantage the extra $50

cision yet. We should first pge

i-f._.?t'is- approved by the stab
legislature, ‘Granger said.

1



Gémetery

£

Ing
e angmshed waﬂ 1s bemg sounded even NOW, a8
ith studies that may

urymg purpOSes oi

Camino. eal into a
park’ and -rec-

“peation. conmmii smn u _e_ 1o halt

-Burmls in it for three yea

'"’ohermg chorus: -
ef i this -area: and __

d ea,rne&t protest from Mes. |-

Ahea,dy comes : :
h hag.sent her v1ews_ :

for m’yself and famil
in Union ‘Cemetery. it
ém;y Douglass a:nd wife,
TS -of "our: plat and, are now

bu _ed there in 1859 a

100 years ago. i
“My mother, baby; brother and mstel

¥ d more recently my‘ father, -
Mrs. Lesli

Abe Mathxeson, buried in~
Mrs. Iberson is the former A‘obv I Dnuglasq
- T ReAW00d ”ﬁi’ﬁy’smﬁesf‘" r’lésldenf

grandchildren of some of her settlers, are ‘hegm:mng'

to rally round the protesting chorus.
+Algo,, preparmg to-'-gn:d for the fight are
City g vetgrans’ or g 1mt10ns tha«t ‘ave S0mMe -
heroic sons of the services b '-.mUmon?-Gemetery <,
Representatwes of all the veterans™ ‘urgamza,tmns, the:_’-..-_=
Gold Star Mothers: and'the Women's Relief Corps: gath-_ :_
ered at the Veterans” ‘Hall recently to discuss the- matber’f‘:
and who declded f1rst to get the reagons and purposes”. {
:of. Union Cemetely
o‘ng-:'-m“"thls -matter,’ says -
f the Veterans Cworch—' J




.BY MICHAEL KERNAN
| Tribune Staff Writer

Memorial Day is a guieb d-ay,
a time of listening," en the
bright, ¢lipped lawns ‘of milifary
cemeteries, fo speeches -adout
war and peace and the lost
young men.

There is usually music by a
high schoeol band, .the Gettys-
burg ‘Address, and: then -some-

'the Clvil War nronument while
programs rustle and flies hRum.

In Redwood City's old Union
Cemetery, 45 headstones fringe
& little plot with a statue of &
Union soldier in the middle:
sgrected by the grateful people
-lof San Mateo County . . . fo
the memory of California’s pa.«-
j/triotic dead who served during
\|the war for the union.”

The stones record just names’
and units. Many of the men
iserved in New York State out-
|fits, Connecticut, Kentucky, II-
‘linois. About hall were in Cah-i
!fornia groups, one in the Mexi-
. can War, lees names are
chiseled below on 2 few stones

i ‘One ‘commemorates & man]|
lwith an appropriaté  name,
|James Peace, “first man fo raise
:om flag in San Mateo County.”

i Behind this plot extends the
gix-acre civilian cemetery in a
long triangle bordered by high
ihedges. Children walk through;
Ihere on shortcuts, the noise of
Woodside Road penetrates, as
do sounds ‘from nearby houses
on the other side.

T R

But within the hedge walls '

is a place of the gentle ghosts
of people who -walked the
streets of Redwood City when
it was a dusty lttle village, peo-
ple who loaded, or sailed, or
owned the light ships that
nosed up the creek t. the foot

of “Brogday; Deople whodreye: ; '
1

the loads of redwood down from
Woodside to the docks, people
who ‘heard, from their stores
and shops, the wagons ereaking

one lays a wreath at the foot ofl"

p_ast:..

=g '-P

RCs Ploneers

__\ha:i 1eached Bﬂ and
“|Romera ched in 1935 & 7.

Poems . and; quotation:

neyed.and saccharine;are made
moving by the” ‘thuugm of the}
people who had. them
there, who could n
things they félt.

“Lilly J a.nke, 3
. Suffer lith chlldl en
to come unto Me .

“JTames L. quwn
aged 20 years ... .
hope, a mother’s. pri
Oh more than}
all the wor]d b&side wert thou}

months-.

sister's joy .

to us,.dear

At least two do.aen grave-
stones.are brokén-or.
and a few marhle ca.men mon-
uments. are lamentabl?g
ed. Roses angd-geraniy
wildly over some 'plo‘os :

clean.

Union Cemetery wa.s'i;-neglect,-
ed for years while locgl officials
sought to clear the
—tta the- pz:r;pert"‘-(}oqe Q@W@L«
ler was named to take dver in’
the- original.deed @
of San Mateo County deeds.)
But there was no-clegratthor-

ity for the

City Councilman Floyd D.
Granger took up the -project,) itions perhaps even more than
rand finally, after dppea.ls to[the soldiers.

bOY B _- ? :

state to aceept.

- |vain, Senator Richard J. Dolwig},
. Thad a bill passed in effect-rati-

w:_'ibtsn

ist down,

smash-
5 . climb.
sand: here.
and there tin: cans. ;}ust with
withered cut flowers ii
but the hedges are’ kept well
and the shell-strewn paths are

iin them,

ie's title

Aolume I

five .governors had pmved in|.

" |fying Weller’s action. The-state
now gives the eity $2,000 5 year|
to act as custodian, though “the
city spentls a 1ot more than|
ithat;” according to Graiger. T

The cemetery -was supposed
to have been founded in 1858
after. three years of negotia-
{tions, but beneath three:cypress
trees ire small” bwint stones, to
[ Anye ‘Ayres, died ~April 1, 1855,
rand Mary A res, dled Dec. 20
:1854. - :

They ‘are in & plot | for “the
Ayres. family, most of the mark-
ers being of wood and now un-|
readable. Other old Redwood|
City names can be spotted:|
Kuck,. the hotel family; Mina
Finger, wifk of Theodore Fing-|
8T, na.tlve of ‘Germany; Stanley
W, Wood; - Melchior Duerst; |
Mezes; Serra,no Tate.

Today they are mames-on al
stone, names;in ‘a book, names|
on a street niap. Bubt once they
were alive and lived in the
houses (mow ftorn down) and
walked in the streets (now re-
Wedyku—and@awh& sama.hﬂl&ﬁ
that we see {.

Memou“al. Day’ is & ‘Tememi= H
pranceof these people, too, who
with their orchards and lumber}
‘wagons. and tiny schools ‘built|;
{our history, changed our direc-

4 =

=]
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-\'.-\,-. —te



No stories -of anguish are

tree next to an

inscribed to David James Jen- i

kins, 16 years, died in 1865. It
is an elaborate monument, with|

irds and flowers carved in the|
top and a long, undempherable
anem on the back.

| Next jo it is another stone
plam and. stark, as if the de-
signer were no longer on such
formal terms with death

“Sacred to the’ memory e 11
reads, ‘“of David Jenkins, - 47
years, 22 days. Also George, son
of David and Mary Jenkins, 13
years, 9 months and 10 days.”

Both had died Dec. 23, 1867.
Jenkins was captain of the

sloop C. E. Long, and his sonj
and Charles Boyd and Fred Lit-|
tlejohn were aboard with him|
as they left here for San Fran-;

cisco in a terrible storrn.

The ship capsized in the bay.
All Tour were lost. ;

And what happened to Mary
Jenkins after that bleak Christ-
mas? Did she marry again? Did
she move away so she would not
have to see in new context the
familiar streets, the school, the
fields, the steel-cold waters of
the bay?
i There are many infants’

graves, some of them fenced in,
two feet by one foot. Most of
the dead were young. Colin Na-
Ipier, native of Dundee, Canada,
‘died in 1876 at 24. Robert B.
Williams, 23, native of Fife-

shire, Scotland, has a thistle
‘earved in his 1867 grave.

On a crude wooden cross:
“Elisa Cortez -— Die Aug. 10,
11930.”

& Alfred, son of T. W. and A.

Lathrop, died in 1863 at 1 year,
2 months, 12 days. Alice, wife of
T, W. Lathrop, died in 1865 ab
20 years, 3 months. Hardly any
are over 40, though one man

|-
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++ . Redwood ley s Union Cemelery recalls counfy s hlsiory

2‘-?’/)7& 3?57




dals in va d ed[ty 5 Clv
historic_Union| ’I‘he
i egs”

‘Ghonlish va
2edwoeod City's
Jemetery uat Woodside
i - _-"mc-"Real'- durin

E:?

century|pr
.L-g_o .to honp_r Sa_ Mateo-Coun- the p st

appa.rently
“irom; its gramt

Er:ected by : Gratea‘:
San Mateo: bounty A

: _1ty Oouncilm 31! Floyd D)
|Granger, an- expert Ain. matters--'
{connected with the - Union|
Jemetery,. sau;‘i he would: call on|

i Mond._ 1

Amencan Leg onPos
‘|his sgroup would: make “§1
availabl -to- match- any: reward»
.'up o hat s.mount pcsted by

nger- said; tha.t the statue
j hortly. a.ft-»p



City Park and Reereation Com
mission~ that -“historie- Uni__d
Cemetery be "considered™ as™

DOSSIBIE-Tuture park today had g

the city council in: the position
of
bility.”

-It-also.gpened:
as to_ Whether

Mayor Flayd

he'had been hearing a‘bout:' the| 9.
possibility of remadelmg the|re :

cemetary into a .park
past 15-years,” 5%

“Y wish it cnuld be done,™”
he smd ‘but I can te]l-you *

M WA WAL RULAMLWUUAL L

“backing into an 1mp0351-' ;

plorable conditio ‘andtbecause
it’s an eyesore .to the com-
munity,” the commzséioners rec-
ommended.

‘City Atty. Cuthbert B. Currie
asked the park commission to
take back its description of the
cemetery as “in: deplarahleacon-
dition” : 3 :

“The city-dsdaking-$1;500-Irom
- the state to keep Union-Cemé-
tery In a good condition,” he
pointed out.

Park Commissioner Irving
Gold, upholding the commis-;
sion’s choice of the word, inw
sigted: |

“Deplorable is the word. The
cemetery is in a deplorable con-
dition,”

Councilworiar CHFIEH e " T~
ney wanted fto know -what’s
being done with the $1,500.

“There’s weeds all over the

place . . . and poison ivy.

Graves are covered over. In

" be repaired, the council was in

some places the weeds are so
thick you can’t find - the
graves,”. she sdid,

City Mgr. Ernest A. Rolison:
sald that the city was-spending’
more than $1,500 trying to keep
the cemetery up.

Currie reminded the council
of some of the obstacles it faces
if it should proceed with the
suggestion,

“The property was originally
deeded to the governor in. the
1860's to be held in-trust forithe
benetit of a burial association.
The original grant was. ‘strictly
for cemef}ary purposes. - Many
rights in the graveyard were ac-"
guired by out and oub purchase
and the job of disinterring ‘the|

. bodies ‘'would involve .3 mam- 3

moth Tégal problém. The Wholel
thing is a highly techriical tiﬂe
problem.”

He said that it would cost'
from $500 to $1,000 just to get~
a specialist fo. study the probs
lems involved and-then it mlght|
reauire -snecisl leoiciotion

= Red'woocl City’s mtv' coun'c1'l—"

‘men, in-a Busy 3ihour sessmi :
ilast- night took action on o vi
‘riety of matters. They 1ncluded*.

"CIVIL WAR STATUE — Tk
“Civil War Soldier in Union Ger
etery, which, until VAt
va‘&ed the cemetery ground
‘some weeks ago, had stoed fo
nearly a century -w-iﬁ \stsm
once again. i

The dmetal “&as}}

stabue mamouah?mg Redwaw' ‘e

City's Unmn Army veterans, ca

p—u

formed last night. However,
will cost about $350 and take 30:
_days time .of Robert Levy o
‘Burlingame, antique repair an
restoration specialist,

&
Levy said that missing partst

can be remodelled and that theil
entire statue can be restored toi
its former commanding state.
On motion of Councilman Floyd
D. Granger, City Manager’
Ernest A, Rolison was 111%1'11(:'5-1
ed to notify the state agency in®

"ay View. Lodge 109, Inde-}7
éndent Order of 0dd Fellows, |
as - posted a reward of $100|
h:Pollce Chief Wﬂham Faul—

The lifesize ﬂgure of a Unlon
soldler had been pulled from
its base in the cemetery.

Bdgar Giles, noble grand of
‘Bay View Lodge, stated that

‘many of its early day members
gre at rest in the cemetery.

charge of Union Cemete ry

maintenance of the estimated: !
cost of restoration and ask that' ————

either that additional funds be:
allocated for the repair or. that,
costs be charged to the reguiar.
$2,000 received yearly for ceme-
.tew mamtenance

e e R L o

" The aet of vandalism has

ted fRobeL

tornem :
il sessmn f the et

Granger to aeel{ state Tundg)
fm' re%aa:gnng the soldzier statue :

que&t of State Se ich

d :
Legion, iz reported as prepar
-also. to issue & reward of $1{] |
for arrest and conviction of:the’
vandals:




VIL. WAR ONUMENT HER

‘REPEACING €l '
B Ole Olson (left) Floyd Granger, center,and i
‘ : - Pasco Balzarini, on- Indder o 3
|

A Jite-sized bronze statue of 'repa.ir ‘will come “from thls
Ja unlon soldier once again fund.
stands guard in n Redwood City's| .Floyd Granger,:. San Mateo
{historic Union.. Cemetery oOn County veterans service officer,
|woodside Road after Tiaving |was present at the: replacement:
been ‘shattered by wandals. The plague o0 - {he - statue
The night of July 13 yan-|pears -this message: o5
memory: 0f. ~Californi

-dals supposedly by use of &
ad automobue, pullad_the fic Dead Who _Serve
o break t the War For the Uni
by Grateful People ot San Ma—
 lteo County. Al Honor to the
' Nations Defenders? - Sl
“Police Chief Willlam L. TFaul-
stich sald. today- ‘that he:.has
nstructed all: officers-on-night
dutyin the area of ‘the ceme=

%

tery to” kee‘p .strict watch “for
P ‘andals: _ 57
\City. supert e ™
and ‘buildings,. directed:
placement.

The repairs Were. ‘made by
Robert Levy; of “Burling At
i .ws_-t 01' a, roximatel
iuws t;his city $2,000: for
of ine cometers Cost of th




Cemrarsmn df Redwe 178
historic Union: Ffeme hery, in- the

of Redwood City,- info

I et = N R o L B lrn-n«m_‘_.:

by the city's park and recréa-
tion commission.

Members of the comumission,
meeting in the city couneil
chambers last night, .dusted off
the controversidl praposal whic]

times over the na&t
years. 3 LY
It reappe et
Commissionier I ing‘:fGold re- .
ported on the l&test**mvestx-

ogen 0

making fuller use -of the.

many of Redwood City’s and
ithe Peninsula’s pioneers,

“we realize the plan has a
‘great many obstacles, “Gold
~said.

“Many of tha heirs+-of those]:

who have been buried in the
,cemetery are now living -and it|
'will take a considerable amount
of legal advice to learn the pro-
cedures necf:ssa.ry‘ to go info the
problem.”

Members of the commission
will forward the suggestion to
the city council and ask that
funds be allocated to obtain
legal advice necessary to con-
tinue the investigation into the
possib‘llty

Presently the city receives

51,500 per year from the state
to help maintain the cemetery

under its present use,

The lively session of the park
commission was further spiced
by the appearance of represent-
atives from various Redwood|Sl®
city Parenf-Teacher Associa-
tions insisting that more atten-
tion be given recredtional ac-,
tivities for teen-agers.

Spokesmen, under the leader-
ship of Mrs. Roy: Cloud of the
Sequoia High School PTA de-|
clared that While the present

e hea t '

icity park was advocated: today-

has been suggested: at ;vaigom

gation into the feasibility of |

cemetery ground -that’ ﬂzﬁ.esi-_.
Pback -to pre=Civil “War ‘days |
and . contains - the ‘remains of |-

nepoxted Jth

was au‘r.horlze‘
PTA: fepresenta.’s
to bring. satistactory selu
the gemands. :

50 ’mrra,ngeﬂ w:as :

City
The - matler of»a

.heatmg' system

munity ‘Par '8

- installation now:-are:complets
The council set aside $5;600:in.
the huﬂget for the- purpuse..

the msta]_latmn _untll
.allsyear-round.use of the:
.is made. i e 3

‘Len Tornel af the Wsstwaod :
Terrace Improvement Club. ren]:
ported that his-group had-do-|
nated more than $250-to obtain
new playground. equipment to.
be added to the Westwood Park
playground.

Park Supt. Pasco Balzarini.re~
ported that turfing of two main
sections.of Community Park has|
been. completed and that work)
on turfing the Goodwin School|
play area is going forward.. .

Vincent Rambo, newly ap— '
pointed commission member, at-
fended his first .meeting, over
which Chmn. Hiram Stout pre-
sided. e

P

e

-5 -57

] T

iy
c:-ldes “esafiitained  cemetery,|

‘March, -vi'r-tually unnoi;i_e‘ed.

vl ‘TE‘UI

'I“ha-'state g:ives Re‘dwog :'01{-.5"
$2,000 2year ‘tokeep. the
up. No plots may ¢

s BT B cvants LE

FTamilies that: still -own -vacant

cnrdmg to local: morticians.

Road and Poplar Avenue, is in

groinds are kepb clean and)

_ private property.

old heddstones, and. two years

knocked off its pedestal and
smashed, State funds were

n cernretery, the county’s|
[ passed -its 100th - birthday last|

g
hands, and ‘only an. occasional|
interment is. made’there for thel:

plots, The last interment was!
at Jeast three yedrs.ago, ac-|

' Citizens sometimes complain|
that the cemetery at Woodside| "

poor repair, bub actually the|
clipped by the city. City work-|.

ers cannot -do much shouf thep
plots themselves; which are| .

Vandals frequently tip over|

ago the life-size bronze statuel
of a Civil War soldier was|_

used to restore if.

len stones during regular|,
cleanup - sessions, but: some-are
so oldor damaged that-they
‘cannot pe righted. In. general
the cemetery is better kept-up
than two years ago when it

was featured in a Tribune

| story.

‘ A 1955 plan to remove the k&
graves :and. convert the ‘placel
\to a park was rejected by rela-~ >

+ives of the deceased. .

City workmen right the fal-|.




