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Dignity for a landmark

OMETIMES THERE seems fo be a
e statute of limitations on our re-
‘= spect for the dead. After all, the
time comes, doesn't it, when they are
simply someone else’s dead, or the dead
of the dead? -

.No, it doesn't. We hate to think Ameri-
cans have come to this state of mind,
though the disgraceful history of the
Union Cemetery at Woodside Road near
El Camino Real in Redwood City in re-
¢ent decades suggests that some of us
hdve. A few Redwood City citizens have
pushed for years for maintaining the
grounds, but not until Monday did the
City Council show signs of doing some-
thing serious about it.

The cemetery was established in
1859. There are thought to be something

liké 2,000 people buried there — most of -

them before 1930 — including 40 Civil
War veterans. It has long been a Califor-
nia Historical Landmark and in 1983
was put on the U.S. National Register of
Historic Places. When the register clas-
sification came through, it seemed: to

suggest extra protection for the ceme-

fery and a better chance at feder
{funds for restorations

Sounds good, doesn’t it? But in recent
decades the burial grounds have looked
like a battlefield of the Civil War or a
training ground for the International As-
sociation of Vandalism. Desecration has
been commonplace amidst strangling
weeds and scaftered garbage.

On Monday the council reviewed pro- .
posals by Architectural Resourc
Group of San Francisco for putting &
cemetery back in shape, ranging from:
worthy entrance and lighting to pat
and landscaping. The total cost woul
about $350,000. '

And who will pay for it? So far’
federal and state governments have
helped, and prospects for significant
in the future are not good. So unless
measure allowing city bond issues is:
proved by California voters this year,
Redwood City will have to pay. The
council set aside $58,000 last year. Ob-
viously much more is needed.

We are particularly pleased that
Mayor Brent Britschgi and other council

_members seem enthusiastic about the
~new project and hope they will soon

ion-Cemetery a true landmark

inction.in the community.
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inund dgaply touchmg

'On May 25 of thw year Rep:

among those who attended the
‘Memorial Day service held by
, American Legion Post 105 of Red-
A -wood City at the city’s Union Ce-
. metery. On June 3, he made the
“following speech in the House of
Representat:ves - g

M. Lantos (speak!ng) Mr.
Speaker, on Memorial Day: last

rticipated: in a moving
Jnion Ceme-

: ery in Redwood Ci ]
onoring ‘the many brave men and
‘i women who have gwen their lives
: tor our countryrthrough the years

om Lantos, D-Burlingame, was

.given their life to preserve our
country and the freedom and liber-
ty whlch it guarantees foall of us.

The Memorial Day service was

held in the. shaclow of the déath of
' i ail

2 I

at the: memorial-.semce by. Jaci;

vwere knled just 'one week earher

when the U,S.S. Stark was attacked

by an Iraqi fighter while on. _patrol

in the Persian Gulf. This ‘tragedy
made this Memorlal Day most
.meaningful :

‘M. Speaker, the prayer off ered '




MEMORIAL D‘lj’

Contivved

_We pray today wi

awareness of the sacrifice 50 m:
. our nation’s ca

‘who answe:
‘time of peril,
- Butwe also pray with the bless
knowledge of your great love fof: s
‘all and your assurance that eyen’
‘though we walk through the alley;
of the Shadow of Deathwe ne dy
fear'no evil, for youare: b
We pray for your holy guidance?|
as we go forward tr_om=:;1ipis';day-that-“f-‘--'
¢ may preserve the high ideals’
for which our comrades died. May,
your merciful blessings rest upony’
those they have (been) e nd.4
Keep us forever firm in righteous-
ness, humble of heart and unselfish’!
In purpose. - T
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Mayor Dick Claire,

 Vandals and thnllsaekers. 'have
<1 making furtive visits to Redwood
ty’s Union Cemetery on Woodside
Road almost since -the cemetery was ™
bmlt in 1859. ;
~“And last November the fll‘St in-
c1dence of grave robbery occurred when
trespassers broke into: two crypts and
stole gold teeth-and: ﬁlhngs from three
Iﬂ-year old skeletons.
~The one adult and two juveniles ar-
-rested in the incident -admitted dese-
eratmg the graves during a drinking
spree in hopes of finding valuables.
‘They also admitted that they hoped- to
sell the booty. for drugs. .
- - Theg er.,tum
disarray fe’ft om

the only evidence of deterioration at the
cemetery, however. Fences are broken,
garbage has been dumped at the site and
many tombstones and memorial statues
originally marking the final resting |
place of the dead have been broken and
are lying in the dirt.

- Improvements to the cemetery are
in the works, however. According to
approximately
$300,000 was set aside last year towards
refurbishing the entire cemetery site.
Landscape ‘and design plans have been
drawn up, he said, though the alloca-
tion of money toward completing the
work will have to be discussed at the
council’s Feb. 6 budget meeting.

; Centinued On Page 12

City, p: ‘oneers,

Plans are underway to rel’url:ush 1

—

" Loéals Hope To Restore Cemetei_..

Continued From Page 1

“The c1ty is in a financial bind, so
we will have to'look at the project then
see whether or not we can go ahead with
it,”’ he said.
= Claire commented that the ceme-

tery has ‘“been a problem for the past 50

or 60 years”’ due:to youngsters trespass-
ing on the premises.

“In my day, teenagers went out .

there all the time to drink beer,” he
said.
“It’s just the attitudes of kids.

They don’t respect much, as most of us-

didn’t in those days.”’
+  Claire added that he felt it was im-

portant that the cemetery be restored. -

“It is our heritage, in a way. A lot
~of fine old families from Redwood C1ty
are buried there.”

According to Redwood City resi-

dent Nita Spangler, who is a member of

the city’s Archives Committee, vanda-
‘lism has occurred at the site sir ce 1900,
41 years after the first burial took place.
‘She added that as a member of the Ar-

chlves Cormttee, she has been mvo d:

‘in the restoratlon of the six-a )
~about 20 years, trying: “to get the mty

_recognize it as warranting the dlstm
tlon of a. hlstoncal slte Voo

he debri—strewn
buried At the the cemetery,

~Priorto that tu‘ne, the site was own_'
- the state.

- cemetery in rece;
“now registered
| ficial historical - site, a fact _which

A
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- She said she was encouraged.: at.
plans were underway to spruce up. tk
cemetery, though she added that the
state of disrepair that has overcome t
site is a fairly common occurance.

- HIt’s not. unusual for an old ce
tery to get: neglected It happens all.
the country The only dxfference is
ours is. in the middle of an urban ar
and the property.is terribly valuable.’ 2 s

However, many people have be-
come concerned over the state of the
it years, she Sﬂld Itis
ith the state as an of-

Spangler said she thought “put a more-_;
enllghtened view of what the property is

- all about.”

What the graveyard 1s about she




UNVON CENETERY Jf’ﬁ/%

Monday, July 11, 1988

folunteers Marilyn Wiison (Ieft) and Mllle Cole :f Redwood L d C
-working citlzens at the Union Services_ Departmgnt _the clty s Beautification om

vittee, th '%ﬁsloricPreservatlon ommlt




By Shannon Rasmussen
Times Tribune staff

‘Redwood City’s Sequoia High
School and Union Cemetery have
moved a step closer to receiving:
-the local historical recognition that
many people believe the two sites
deserve.

In an effort to pr&cerve the his-

torical value of both sites, the Plan-
ning Commission voted to recom-,

mend to the City Council that ‘it
designate them as local historic.
landmarks.
The City Council is expected to
review the recommendation soon. |
“It's an important statement of
the community,” said Ken Rolan-
- delli, chairman of the city’s Histor-
ic Resources Advisory Committee,

which made the ptoposal to the ~

-commission;
The des ﬂ#@ﬂ would mark the

“We don't want to lose the flav
of Redwood City and its historyo'l’-
added Jean Cloud, a member of the
committee and chairwoman of the
loc{:)a}f?r;:hivm commlttee. ' e,

cially known as California
‘Historical Landmark No. 816, th
Union Cemeter,

Broadway.

:ln about 182 1,

The cemetery, whi¢h has de-
teriorated and suffered from van-

dalism over the years, is scheduled

to undergo renovation to provide
more protection to the site, which

was recognized as a cemetery in.
1859,

About 2,000 people are buried at

the 6-acre site, located off Wood-
side Road near El Caminp Real, .
“The net eﬁect is an overdue

recogtﬂtion," Rolande!li said of the
proposal to locally designate the:

cemetery as a historical landmark,’

As for the high school, the pm-
‘posal to designate it locally as a-
historical landmark is a first, de-
spite the deep history of the
grounds where the school now:
stands at Brewster Avenue anq.-'

Pleasesee@l_lS‘l‘Ol{X;-Aﬁ;

Continued from A-1
orlginally part of the Pulgas

~Rancho granted to Luis Antonig Ar-

the Mexican govern
guello by the site pass

' park.” The park W

A third ‘owner, ‘William J. Din-
gee, lived on the pmperty ina?22-
room mansion,, complete with a

dex-
large stable, carriage house“an :
t?a%agant garden, named “Dingee

was destroyed in
the 1906 earthquake according to
rical reports. :
ms'}?le property was later sold to ]
Alpert Pissis, a talented ‘architect,
ad his wife, Georgia.
mlFmally, Georgia Plssls sold the
property under the condiiion that it
would be “used for some- mumcipal
or educational purpose.” It soon :_
became home to the current lngh_
.2chool.

At one time, theﬁite s plans ;n—
cluded' it becomin niversity
.and later a hot_ei._ - -

S majority
sch'g(t;l?s)( alumni assoclat:;n e;:‘-
dead set for ;tﬁ” aSSOCpi Saii({lation : T

ent Jetfrey Filip L
2 Merle Fruehling, Sequoia Umon :

di

hggg‘s-acre site, with- its tree- .

aﬂd |18y Of hismﬁc

lined ed meir ;
- dings that open :
..s;ch.c'(ﬂ_tb“11 nts in 19%?.'&&3



the-past are on: then‘ way to recewmg
recogmuon as historical: landmarks.
“The Redwood City Planning Com-

missioners- last week voted to recom-
mend to the City. Cmmcﬂ to des:gnate ;

Union Cemetery on Woodside Road
and 64-year-old Sequoia High School
as local historic landmarks.

The purpose of the designation is to
encourage public knowledge and ap-
preciation of the city’s past and to pro-
tect landmarks representing significant
elements of the-city’s history, said Ken

Rolandelli;: chairman of the Historic

Resources Advisory Committee. The
committee initiated - the. designation
process. -

'Two Redwood Clty" "ti'easures” of-

pendlng appmva.l by the Clty Council.

The council is expected to review the
Pianning Commission’s recommenda-

tions. at its Jan. 23 meetmg Publlc'

hearings will be- ‘held
Despite previous reservations ex-

pressed by the Sequma district-board -

of trustees, no:one:

landmark - designations durlng ‘the
public hearing part of the plannmg
meeting.

Sequoia Dlstr:ct Superlntendent:
Merle Fruehling went even'further in-
suggesting that, in addition to local
_dwgnanon. state ‘and national recogm~

'poke against’ the-

'- under the state’s: Jumsdlcuan

. be’. mamtalned n”

mg Commlssu}n

Cadram’ dehghted-' :
~about the vote
- suprise.”’

“But. lt.: cam

‘than the city; they enthu51ast1ca!ly sup-.
ported the designation; he explained.

““We love that school, too;, Fruehl-
ing said. ““We believe that we have a
beautiful school here. and we want it to
The: landmark
uld “add a httie-- restige.




m 1983.

1ne beau:y of itsbullchngs.sei asiae,
the campus with it '-earher
hlstory worthy of attention, the

- Historic Resources Adwsory Commlt-

‘tee pointed .out. ;
~'Once part of the Pulgas Rancho
sgranted to Luis Antonio Arguello by
‘the Mexican government around 1821,
‘the Sequoia campus passed through the

-hands of several influential - OWRErs

-before - becoming the site for *‘a
beautiful modern high- school whose

=first classes were held in late_Janua.ry

1924 iacco dmg' i Je

long overdue, according to the Historic
Resource Advisory Committee.

- The cemetery, which is as old as Red:
wood City, has already earned recogni-
tion from the state and was placed on
the National Reglster of Hlstorlc Places

" 6:4-acre trla.ngular plot off Woodside
.;Rodd. Among these are the founders
"of the towns of Woodside and
Searsville, as well as the first white child
born in Redwood City. Other cemetery
guests - include ‘‘Chinaman’’ and
“‘unknown man found hung,” accor-
ding to cemetery records.
" Grave markers in brick, stone and
painted wood can be found among the
willows, 0aks andngeda:s Some are
arble

= 2 ry
detenorated and been vandalized. Last
July $160,000 was allocated for the
rehabilitation of the cemetery. The
renovation of the site will include tree
pruning, repair of fences and installa-
tion of pathways and electrical work.

The work 15 cxpected to start sometime

g to .Iean Claude,
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