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Umon Cemetery,
dwoo r.dead-and pioneer
Citizens found their final resting place,
has been the traditional site of the city’s-
on-and-off-again Memorial Day obser-
'vanges ‘past:100. years: -~
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edwood -City helped

‘maintaitrthe-property bie inning in 1937,

the state didn’t deed the cemetery to the
city until 1962.

In 1963, the cemetery <-bf:came the
town’s first desig c.jhlstoncal
landmark: Tt was placed on the National
~Register of - Historic Places ina 1983 due.
to the efforts of the Archives Committee
of the Redwood City Public Library and
support from the community. Inclusion

~ on the list means a better chance at funds.

for-restoration and extra protection by
prohibiting the use of federal money to
destroy or change the use of the land-
mark without additional review of 1tsf
historical significance. L

- Vandalism has plagued the Union
Cemetery as far back as 1890. Fences.
have been torn down or burned, tomb-
stones stolen, moved or: destroyed flag-
poles ripped from then' pé estals and

vases "and statues broken Pgrhaps most
shockmg was the destruction of the life-

.. of a Civil War soldier. as erected by
the,solchers of the Grand“Army of the

© Republic in 1889. After repeated attacks

by vandals and attempts at restoration, it
was removed for safekeeping. ;

(In 1987, thieves broke into two ]
tombs and stole teeth and fillings from-

three 100-year-old skeletons.)

. The cemetery has also- encnuntered -
periods of neglect when weeds and litter °

cluttered the grounds. However, clean--

_ up drives and periodic_repair% have been

organized over the years by various com-
mumty groups, civic orgamzatmns con—

cerned citizens and relatives of those bur-,
ied in the cemetery; A | fecent cleanup by
volunteers removed 11 tons of debris
from the cemetery. :

It is estimated that near[y 2,000 peo-
ple have been interred in the Union

. Cemetery. The last burial took place in

-1959.
- Burial plots were initially sold for

_ $10, $15 or $25, according to size, but in-
-creased as the local population expand-

;- \ed

Along with immigrants, families,

~ paupers and unknowns, the burial regis-
- | - ter list includes local pioneers, county of-

ficials and prominent citizens. Simon .
Mezes, founder of Mezesville, which be- 7

came downtown Redwood City, was
 buried in:the Union Cemetery but his re- -

“G.A.R. plo
- “ied in the
-~ ing the Civi
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This memorial td.Cglit' rnisi_’s Cm'l War

__Uthers buried il the historic grave-
yard are: Captain John Greer, a founder
of Woodside; Sheldon P. Pharis of
Kings Mountain, known as the “‘shingle
king’’; John Sears, a founder of Sears-
ville and LaHonda; Sarah Wallis of Palo
‘Alto, who led the California suffrage
movement; and James Peace, the first to

-.Iaise the. American flag in-the county, a

historic everit that occurred on July 4,
1856, at the Woodside Store Peace was
buried in that flag. :

County officials 1nclude Ben]

' Fox, the first judge in San Mateo Co¥
- ty, and George Buck, who was district ‘;

attorney in 1882 and later served as a .
superior court judge from 1890 to 1932.
" More than 40 Civil War veterans are .
buried in the cemetery’s Grand Army of
the Repubhe plot. Among ‘them are Lt.

.~ Will Frisbie, who fought in famous bat-

tles at York River, Suffolk and James
_River, and later served as coroner and .

. public ‘administrator in Redwood City; _

- First Lt. George Filkins, who fought at
Missionary Ridge, Nashville and St~
River; and’ James Baxter,” who v 7

. wounded in: the neck with a sword atthe
- Battle of Gettysburg. He died in 1936

and ‘was the -last ‘one burled__m the
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: By Erik Hogh-Sorensen -
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There's movement at Union
Cemetery.

After close to a century of vandal-

ism gt the pioneer graveyard, a non-
profit group has started careful
pruning and registration of plants
including rare, century-old heritage
roses. -
The Historic Union Cemetery
Association (HUCA), a local non-
profit corporation founded in
March, has also temporarily re-
moved some fences and wooden
graveé markers that, officials said,
had been used partly for firewood.

During the last few months,
HUCA volunteers have met every
third Saturday to do weeding, prun-
ing and trimming,

"It is very simple and straight-

forward maintenance that our city

gardeners would do every three or
four months or when they had
time," said Ramon Aguilar, city
management analyst.

However, the work is not with-
out dissension from local history
buff Nita Spangler, who wants a
cultural resource management plan
in place before any work is done to

See UNION Page 6A
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the cemetery.
Union Cemelery is one ef only a

handful of California's about 2,000

cemeteries to'have a spee:al historic

- distinction with the National Regis-

ter of Historic Places, accerdmg to
Spangler.

"A plan would tell you what to

do and how ‘it should look," Span-
gler said, adding that the specifics
should be worked out by’ profes~
sionals. :
" "For example, if yeu‘r'e going to
restore a house from 1900, do you
then use plumbing from that time
period?" Spangler asked. '

HUCA members, however,
counter that nothing has been done
for years, and that the state of the
cemetery reached a critical point
where action became absolutely
necessary. Aguilar and HUCA sec-
retary Helen Graves said wooden
markers had béen used for firewood.

Graves said substantial good had
been done in only a few months.

"One of our biggest advances was
the old heritage roses that were be-
ing gobbled up by shrubs,” said
Graves, who is a member of the
city’s Historic Resources Advisory
Committee, which adwses the City

- Council.

Graves said the heritage rose
plants are more than 100 years old

. and rare because they bloom in dif-

ferent colors every year. She also
said a Palo Alto rose enthusiast had
offered to donate-13 heritage rose
plants, one' dating back to 1842,

The rose plants and - additional
cuttings from: the site's own -her-
itage roses would be transplanted
next spring, Graves said.

She added that HUCA and the ad-
visory committee is working on a

management plan including the cri-
teria for doing projects at lhe Uruen
Cemetery

*In the meantime, volunteers are
following guidelines established by

the state of California and the Na-
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The Historic Union cemetel‘y Assoclatlon is worklng on-
upgrading the s:ta, which dates back to 1859. '

tional Regi_ster_of Historic Plae_cs,
according to Graves. .
"The state' office of Historical

-Preserva'tiori-says it's not necessary

to have a plan in place before tak-
ing acuon Graves sald

In addmon the city Park and
Recreation Department has already

established ‘some- guldehnes for

what the volunteers can do at the
cemetcry : : :

For her part, Spangler enwsmns
the desolate cemetery -should be

more like a park. This would foster

more use by Redwood Clty resi-
dents in search of a free space while
still' preserving ‘the memorial “as-
pects, according to Spangler.

“If ‘the cemetery is to- be pre-

_served, more people should be in-

terested in it and enjoy it," Spangler
said. "If more people come in, that

‘would ‘deter vandalism' and Jueufy

city spending on-it."
‘Spangler said a park-like use of

‘Union Cemetery would be in line
with the current view of a cemetery:

"Society's attitude IOWEird_ death d

-cemeteries has chang




