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Continued from A-1

loved ones. Some 135 flags donat-
ed by the families of veterans who

have died blew in the wind in the

cemeterysa!leg&,;w 2 § 1800

Post 375 Finance Officer Ed Pit-
telkow has attended the Memorial
Day ceremony for 15 years. “Once
a year you really think about your
fellow servicemen,” Pittelkow
said. “During Memorial Day it
really hits you. I hope we won'’t
have another war,” he added after
a pause. “No more dead, no more
destruction.”

In Redwood City, school chil-
dren took an active part in the Me-
morial Day ceremony.

With their polished shoes cov-
ered with mud, students from

Henry Ford School in Redwood -

City sang “America” and other pa-
triotic songs and a few Roy Cloud
School students from Redwood
City recited Abraham Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address. '

Standing straight in front of the
audience of about 250, Central
Middle School student Chas Che-
sire of San Carlos played “Taps” to
end the hour-long ceremony. Af-
terward, school children in Sun-
day clothes laid flowers on
graves, .

“It’'s heart-warming to see the
youngsters here today,” said Red-
wood City Mayor Georgi La Berge
in her keynote address. “It's im-
portant for them to be here today
in this historic place and learn
about the past of Redwood City.”

Girl Scouts Angela Edwards and
Andrea Plerce listened intently to
the mayor’s words. They came to
the cemetery, they said, “to think
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VERONIQUE MISTIAEN|/ STAFF
REDWOOD CITY
After a weekend of heavy rain,
the sun dried up the Peninsula Mon-
day morning, allowing war yeterans
and residents to commemorate those
who have died for the country.
The turnout was larger than usual
at Memorial Day celebrations at the
historic Union Cemetery in Redwood

plinafeiete— =t

City and at the scenic(Alta Mesa
Cemeteryiin Palo Alto.

“This has been the best ceremony
ever,” said Palo Alto American Le-
gion Post 375 Commander Leon
Przybyla, concluding the 40- minute
ceremony at Alta Mesa.

The audience of about 50 — most-
ly veterans and their families gath-
ered under a canopy — listened with
emotion as Veterans Affairs Hospital
Chaplain De Laughter spoke about
all the “boys who gave so much for
their country.” Some wept quietly
during a taped rendition of “Taps” at
the end of the ceremony.

Elsewhere in the cemetery, fami-
lies laid flowers on the graves of

Please sce HOLIDAY, A-8
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about all the people that died in
_the war and tried to save Ameri-
Ca.”

Thirteen organizations, includ-
ing the Bonita Chapter of Native
Daughters of the Golden West, the
Redwood City School District, the
American Legion Post 105 and the
Redwood City Heritage Associa-
tion, participated in the cere-
mony.

-

“It seems we have more people
every year,” said Park and Recre-
ation Department Director Peter
Griffiths.

Stephanie Lera came with her
sister and children to listen to her
daughter singing in the student
chorus. “I'm so grateful she's in
the chorus,” she said. “It exposes
her to a sense of patriotism. There
is not a lot of that these days.”
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To those resting at historic, |
~Union Cemetery, what goes on
above doesn’t mean much, . |
. -But advocates of the cemetery
say a recent move by the City
Council represents a significant .
step forward in restoring the heav- i
1

ily vandalized site and preservlng
its historic integrity. -
The council allocated $15, 000 <
for developing a management
plan for the cemetery — essential-
ly a road map of its historic fea-
tures and a guidebook on main- .
taining and restormg those '
features. Q-
The plan could take six to elght _
months to complete, and the city
currently has no money to act on '

Pteasa see GEMETERY, A-a __
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Pro;ect'Tombstone L ES t%l

"Hoover School third-grader Carlos Rodnguez makes an image from a
Union Cemete ry fombstone in Redwood City as part of a class project in
community awareness.

SRR

C E M ET " % historic and recreational resource for the city.
RY x Seven years ago, cemetery supporters secured a
. ' _ i spot for Union Cemetery on the National Register of
Historic Places. It is one of only five cemeteries in

' erp { 9 ‘gg@*. © . Continued from A-1 ttuj;ltdattt;1 to have earned that distinction.
: ree years ago, the city invested $200,000 in
,asngﬂiﬁgcfuﬁﬁh;tggw domg. But proponentssay it fencing, lighting and other improvements designed to
g : ; keep out vandals and mischief-makers.
We're headed toward a ,SOOd scholarly, profes- The management plan is expected to guide the city
sional management plan,” said Nita Spangler, a through restoration and maintenance without costly

member of the city’s Union Cemetery Hlstonc Site  errors. Something as simple as repairing a broken
Committee. . - tombstone, for example, can cause more damage
Spangler is one of the dedtcated local resadents - than it corrects if done wrong. h
vgho have been trying to transform the 130-year-old It also should give the city ample mformatmn to
site from a playground for vandals into a respected  use when seeking grants for restoration projects,




Good graveyard Biond
restorers are
hard to ﬂnd
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The deadline for applying for
the job of crafﬁng a plan to pre-

S e Tty it

city has no takers. The application
deadline is Jan, 18.

Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Community Services Di-

rector Peter Griffiths has received |

three responses from contractors,
all saying, “Thanks, but no thanks.
We’ve got too much work al-
ready,” said Griffiths, Department
staff sent out job notices to the
roughly 40 qualified historical ar-
chaeologists two weeks ago.

Applications might be slow com-
ing in because of the recent holi-
days, said Griffiths, Simple pro-
crastination also could be
involved.

There also is the possibility that
the contractors are in such high
demand that none is free to take
the job. Historical archaeoclogists
are a highly specialized breed of
contractor — only about 40 are ap-
proved by the state.

“A lot of people care about the
cemetery,” said Councilwoman
Judy Buchan. “The plan will help
us make sure there's some sort of
concerted effort — we don't want
people just working willy nilly.”

The requests for applications
went out following the City Coun-
cil's decision last month to go
ahead with the project. The city
allocated §15,000 to draw up the
management plan and nothing to

Historic cemetery waits fr some-
one to bring it back to life.

implement it. The city is counting
on a velunteer force — to be or-
ganized by Griffiths — to help the
archaeologist prepare the plan
and to carry out its recommenda-
tions.

The final report will include a
discussion of the cemetery's his-
torical significance; a complete in-
ventory of all monuments and
crypts; suggestions for programs
that will boost community use; and
a work plan for needed preserva-
tion projects, such as fixing
cracked gravestones and remov-
ing graffiti.

According to Nita Spangler, the
city will be more attractive to

7l
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for historical rehabilitations.
Spangler is a member of an ad-hoc

Please see HARD, B-3
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commiftee that was formed sever-
al years ago to rehabilitate the
cemetery.

Griffiths is putting fogether a
four- or five-member commitiee
to review the applicants. The com-
mittee will consist of Griffiths,
Councilwoman Buchan, Park and
Recreation Commissioner Susan
Swope and Thad Van Buren from
the state office of Historical Ar-
chaeology. Griffiths said he might
appoint one more member from
the community at large. '

If all goes acctording to plan,

- warl at the camatoartr aordll haois

within the month and should be
concluded by the end of August.
If no applications come in be-

fore the deadline, the city will

readvertise the position, Griffiths
said, possibly expanding the pool
to outside the state.

The city-owned cemetery, estab-
lished in 1859, is one of the oldest
cemeteries in the Bay Area. The
graveyard, located at Woodside
Road near the intersection of El
Camino Real, is both a California
Historic Landmark and is listed on
the National Register of Hls’toric
Places.

“A professional historical ar-
chaeologist will help figure out
how to preserve the site, but still

keep is air of venerability,”
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