New Momentum

A long-delayed effort to con-
\Veﬂw;gedwood City’s Union

Cemetery into a park — may -

gain momentum soon because
discussion of such a project is

included on the agenda for the

January meeting of the City

Mrs, Doris Thompson, com-
mission secretary, says she
has been gathering informa-

tion for some time on simflar

efforts in communities such as

Mountain View and Whittier, :

park” for quiet recreati
activities,

The cemetery is on Woo
side Expressway, a block
of El Camino Real. :

Recounting the history
the cemetery, Mrs. Thom:
mw&thaut ltwnsnot
& nion Army
name might imply. Ra
was founded in 1859 by
Union Cemetery

The area where ns. of £
the Civil War are buried is

a small f the
b o g
Deededwkedwoodqg;n

Also vandalism, as well as
simple neglect and the pas-
sage of time, have taken a toll
of the monuments. The statue
of a Union Army rifleman
which guards the graves of the
civil war veterans has been
pulled down at least twice —
most recently in June, 1969,
only a few days after it had
been restor%d;’to its pedem;l

Although the graveyard is a
state historical landmark, the
state contributes no funds for
its maintenance. .

1f the cemetery were to be-
come a park, none of the re-
maining graves would be re-
moved, Mrs. Thompson said.
The area would simply be
maintained as ‘“‘a useful,
quiet, respected area.”
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‘s
Turning

~ be welcome, Mrs. Thom
:M! A

Redwood City residents will
have a voice in the matter.
Mrs. Thompson expects that
?mﬁk; tEeommlsalﬁn.’aftex'

ir project’s feasa-
bility, will set up a’e(c:tommittee
0 assess community attitude,

In a sense, those interred in
the cemetery. will be repre-
sented as well, because the
committee will also include
some of their descendents,

The parks commission meet-
ing will be held at 7:30 p.m.,
Jan, 6 in the conference room
e e
n »
Roosevelt Ave, The ¢
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Union

Revival of what once was a
big civic affair with a large at-
tendance is sought this year
with plans being made for Me-
morial Day services at Red-
wood City’s 112-year-old Union
Cemetery — believed to be the
only Union cemetery west of
the Mississippi River,

The ceremony, with
speeches and the placing of
fresh flowers on graves, will
be held on Monday, May 31, at
9a.m.

Attendance in the past few
years has dwindled. However,
sponsors of the event are
hopeful that more persons will
show up this year to honor the
members of America’s armed
forces who have given their
lives for their country — from
the time of the Civil War to

Memorial Da
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Cemetery

the Vietnam and Laotian
Wars.

The General George S.
Evans Relief Corps 36, Aux-
iliary to the Grand Army of
the Republic, is listed as spon-
sor of the services. Arrange-
ments for speakers were made
by Boy Scout Troop 67, co-

sponsored by John F. Kennedy.

School Parent-Teacher Associ-
ation and the Sunrise Lions
Club.

Redwood City Mayor Robert
Bury will officiate at the ser-
vices. The Rev. John P, Uhlig
of the Redeemer Lutheran
Church will give the in-
vocation and benediction. Col-
ors will be presented by Bo-
nita Parlor 10, Native Daugh-
ters of the Golden West.

Speakers will be Thomas R.
Daly, president, Sunrise Lions

TIDYING up

mittee chairman, have been

UNION CEMETERY FOR MEMORIAL
Boy Scouts Mike Finley, Wayne Stowell, Rich Ho

Club; J. Kenneth Brown, ex-
alted ruler, Elks Club 1991;
Vincent Truscelli, command-
er, American Legion Post 105,
and Herman L. Pope, worship-
ful master, Masonic Lodge
68.

Mrs. Mae Patrick, president
of the General George S.
Evans Relief Corps, auxiliary
of the GAR, will conduct the
memorial program and
wreath laying ceremony.

James F. Knecht, local rose
grower, is donating flowers to
be placed on graves. Addition-
al flowers will be needed and
those who wish to contribute
them should have them at the
cemetery by 8 a.m. on May 31.

Twenty - five Boy Scouts
from Troop 67, of which
Charles K. Korman is com-

'Revival’

cleaning up the cemetery
grounds in preparation for the
Memorial Day ceremonies as
a community service project.
They have been assisted by
Redwood City Chapter of
DeMolay, Junior Girl Scout
Troop 1720, and Cub Scout
Pack 16.

After the ceremonies, the
youths and their leaders who
participate in the program
will be given breakfast by
American Legion Post 105.

‘“We feel these services once
again could become a major
annual observance for the citi-
zens of Redwood City,” Kor-
man said.

Union Cemetery is located
on approximately six acres be-
tween Woodside Expressway,
Hess Road and Poplar Ave-
nue, just off El Camino Real,

— Tribune photo by Tom Bulleck

DAY
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= Tribune photo by Tom Bullock
Tom Partlett is not a Yankee ‘trooper, nor is he
made of granite. But that won't keep him from
mounting the granite pedestal of Redwood City's
Union Cemetery on Monday to become a stand-
in for the Union soldier statue destroyed by van-
dals several months ago. For the story behind
Partlett's strange assignment, please turn to Otto

PN



Redwood City’s historical burial ground

D,cc,t 8)} /?,73,

Cemetery site bought for $500,
deeded to governor 7

By OTTO TALLENT

Redwood City’s Union Cem-
‘etery is the granddaddy of all
“official” cemeteries in San
Mateo County and probably in
all of California, '

Pilarcitos Cemetery in Half
Moon Bay, however, is believ-
ed to be one of the county’s
oldest burial sites.

The small town of Colma,
sometimes called the “City of
the Dead,” has a population of
approximately 500 = “live”
‘people, while some 500,000 to
600,000 persons are buried
there.

"And Belmont has a ceme-
tery.

These are some of the nug-
gets umearthed by ‘the San

-Mateo County Historical Asso-

/ciation as it prepared for a re-
cent tour of cemeteries in the
county. There are at least 31
cemeteries in the county, .

Union Cemetery, a triangu-
lar tract of about six acres
bounded by Woodside Ex-
pressway, Poplar Avenue and
a row of apartment houses
facing on Hess Road, in 1967
became Redwood City’s first
designated California Histori-
cal Landmark, It formerly

| PECRSENON =

was part of the Rancho de las
Pulgas.

The historical society points
out that there were, of course,
other cemeteries in existence
in 1859 when Union Cemetery
was founded, but they were-
not established in a lega] man-
ner,

The unincorporated village
that later become Redwood
City sprang up around the
lumbering and shipping point
on Redwood Slough, The set-
tlement had a cemetery of
sorts. The village folk had
simply agreed that a particu-
lar place would be utilized as
the cemetery.

All went well unti] the late
1850s when the piece of land
was sold to an outsider from
San Francisco. The new oyner
objected to the cemetery being
on his property and pressed
for its removal. The Union

Cemetery Association was

thus formed to established a
new cemetery. ;
Six acres were acquired for
$500 and work was progressing
well. In the meantime, the
State Legislature had passed a
law regulating the manner in
which cemeteries were to be

established, This law went into
effect before the plans of the
cemetery were completed.

Union Cemetery was the
first to be established under
the articles of this new state
law and therefore the first “of-
ficial” cemetery in the county
and the state. '
' An unusual aspect of the
cemetery’s history is the fact
that it was owned by the state
for more than 100 years, To
get around a legal techmical-
ity, the Union Cemetery Asso-
ciati on deeded the land
“. .. to John B, Weller, Gover-
nor of California and his suc-
cessors in office . . .”

This unique -arrangement
continued until 1962 when the

This unique ' arrangement
continued until 1962 when the
state gave the property back
to Redwood City.\

Park Superintendent Pasco
Balzarini is in charge of keep-

ing the cemetery looking re-.

spectable. Boy and. Girl Scouts

‘and other youths have helped

in keeping the site clean,
There have been suggestions

the historic cemetery be made

into a memorial park for quiet

recreational activities. The

“late . veteran newspaperman

Barney Glick suggested it
would make a striking floral
garden, if floral organizations
would work with the park de-
partment to provide seasonal
flowers. !

Members of the design and
development committee of the
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission last week had a walk-
through inspection of the cem-
etery and will present prelimi-
nary findings to the' commis-
sion at its meeting mext
Wednesday.

Mrs. Jan Weintraub, chair-
man, said the committee has
pretty. well decided it would
like to retain the character of
Union Cemetery and not make
any major changes. The com-
mittee leans toward maintain-
ing the site as a historical
point of the city, restoring
some of the features, putting in
wide gravel paths and ben-
ches, making it a peaceful
area to stroll through.

““This place is on our maps
in other parts of the country,
but we haven’t capitalized on

it,” Mrs, Weintraub said. “I¢



is a terrific historical site.”

On the committee with Mrs.

Weintraub are Frank Guida
and James Knecht, with Bal-
zarini and Max Weeks, direc-
tor of parks and recreation,
representing the staff.
' Not many people know there
is a Belmont cemetery. It was
started by William D. Har-
rington, who was one of Bel-
mont’s earliest residents. Har-
rington bought property from
S. M. Mezes, who drew up the
first map of Redwood City,
and farmed the land.

In 1855, one of Harrington’s
children died of the measles,
according to the County His-
torical Association’s records.
On the highest hill which now
overlooks upper Crystal
Springs Lake the child was
buried.

During the winter of the
same year several of Harring-
ton’s Indian workers died of
&he same illness. He built cof-
fins for them and because of
the rain and mud put them on
a horse-drawn sled and drag-
ged them to the cemetery. The
Indian graves were marked
with 'headbeads which now

have disappeared.

The few other graves in the
cemetery were marked with
modest sandstone monuments.
The cemetery apparently was
not used exclusively by the
Harrington family. Burials
may have been made there by
later owners of the property.

Because the route of Free-

way 280 passes so close to the
small . cemetery, the tomb-
stones were removed to avert
any possible vandalism. The
County Historical Association
hopes that additional facts re-
garding this early cemetery
may come to light.

Half Moon Bay, originally
called San Benito, is San
Mateo County’s oldest town so,
the historical association theo-
rizes, it follows that Pilar-
citos, early Catholic cemetery,

-must be one of the county’s
oldest burial sites.

Although there were many
unmarked areas in the ceme-
tery, it is believed that only
one burial plot is unoccupied.
It is thought that most of the
early markers were of wood
and have disintegrated or
have been removed. Some of

the graves were well protected
with cement but unidentified.
Some are outlined with wood
buried in the ground, but no
markers.

The graves of Spanish pio-
neers whose presence helped
to give San Benito its nick-
name, Spanishtown, are at Pi-
larcitos. The early Coast-
siders come mostly from
Spain, Italy, Portugal, Mexi-
co, Chile and Ireland, where

tthe church had deep roots.

The history of Our Lady of
the Pillar Parish, published

for the 1968 Centennial cele:.

bration, states that this ceme-
tery was the site of the first
Catholic church, completed in
1868 and destroyed by fire in
1875.

Members of the Tiburrcio
Vasquez family, who received
the grant on the north side of
Pilarcitos Creek in 1840, do-
nated the land and reserved
the special privilege of being
buried under the floor of the
church.. When the church
burned, the Vasquez family
claimed the land and began
selling cemetery plots to the

public. The Archbishop for-

Tadisne_ - 8- 1973

TALLENT
bade them to sell any more

plots and the ‘church pur-
chased the property.

The Spanishtown Historical

Society hopes to discover
more family names and his-
tory of people buried at Pilar-
citos. :

The cemeteries at Colma
are of rather recent vintage.
In the late 1880s and 1890s sev-
eral cemeteries located in the
area. Because of the limited
space within the City and
County of San Francisco, the-
Board of Supervisors in 1901
prohibited further  burials
within the San Francisco bor-
ders. f

The legislation drove addi-
tienal cemeteries into San
Mateo County. Many located
in Colma, just over the line,
where they would still be close
to the large population center.
On Aug. 11, 1924, the cemetery
area was incorporated as
Lawndale. In 1941 the name
was changed back to Colma to
avoid confusion with a town in
Los Angeles County with the
same name.
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Baﬂered abused

..+ " BYKENROWE ',

"Y' Tribune Staff Writer
Combined forces of time and
. chronic vandalism continue to
; take their toll on the 115-year-
y old Union Cemetery in Red-
wood City, gradually trans-
.. forming it into little more than

/.. arubble-strewn lot.

A visitor strolling through
the triangular, six-acre parcel
. just west of Woodside Ex-
». 7 pressway gets the impression
‘s -+ that at least 50 per cent of the
.- monuments and gravestones

still visible have been at- '

«+ tacked by ghoulish vandals.
+* The aura of wanton. ma-

¥ licious destruction - is: over-'

tiwhelming.

'Y’ Union Cemetery is the rest-."

' ing place of some of Redwood '
| ' City’s great, near-great and
| " not-so-great, a place shared by

‘the famous and the.
| “ anonymous, the wealthy. and
! ¥ ithe penniless.

"1t has also been the object of
53 controversy and buck-passing
: “"as long as anyone can remem-
{ “'ber.,

{ Burials are no longer per-

' mitted at Union Cemetery.
& " The cemetery’s Burial Regis- |
; _‘:‘ter, which fell into disuse

., about 1916, indicates that
| " nedrly 2,000 had been interred
{ but there have been dis-

" interments and reinterments,

1 " markers obliterated and
moved. It would be difficult at

i

- ner's water host rack. ,

mlsused ?

of that plot stands a pedestal, !
formerly topped by a metal .
statue of a Union soldier — a 7
statue wrecked repeatedly by ! §
vandals through the years,

‘sometimes shortly after being ;

repaired at considerable cost,

The statue topping the or- p
nate monument erected for ,
Henry Beeger (who died in ,
1898) has been beheaded by
vandals.

A crypt which had been se-,
verely damaged by 1963 — the 1
marble plaque shielding its
front brick wall was smashed |
~— now is further mutilated by
having a fist-sized hole chis- - ‘g
eled right through the bricks, : . ‘
presumably to allow the re- .

-sponsiblé parties to-peer in-- .

side with a flashlight. » e |
Some of the heavier monu- / «
ments apparently have been .4
shifted by earth settlement, .
but many others plainly have .
been the targets of determined r

1
X |

-vandals.

has been doubling as a gard- 2

l
7]
And one smashed headstone “1
d
Over the years, responsi-
bility for the cemetery has: g
been tassed about like & hot —
potato between the city and |
state and private groups. The
city now is responsible for the -
graveyard.
Pasco Balzarini, Redwood )

' City’s parks director, said that ; 4

the hedges fronting on Wood-



'4:‘& * ByKEN ROWE "/

~ Combined forces of time and
chronic vandalism continue to
. take their toll on the 115-year-
;" old Union Cemetery in Red-

_wood City, gradually trans- | §

formmg it into little more, than '
. & rubble-strewn lot.

A visitor strolling through - §

the triangular, six-acre parcel
. just west of Woodside Ex-
pressway gets the impression |
that at least 50 per cent of the
monuments and gravestones g
still visible have been at-

tacked by ghoulish vandals.

The aura of wanton, ma-
licious destruction : is: over-
\whelming.

Union Cemetery is the rest-»i
ing place of some of Redwood

4/City’s great, near-great and

"/ not-so-great, a place shared by .
‘the famous and the.
anonymous, the wealthy- and
“the penniless. p

"4 It has also been the object of

' “controversy and buck-passing | ¢

* as long as anyone can remem-
‘' ber.
Burials are no longer per-
"' 'mitted at Union Cemetery. ,
- The cemetery’s Burial Regis-'
_ter, which fell into disuse,
about 1916, indicates - that '’
" nedrly 2,000 had been interred
~-but__there _have —been ' dis.-.
interments and reinterments, |
markers obliterated and
moved. It would be difficult at
best to determine exactly how, ,
many remain buried there. {
Monuments and historical
"‘records do indicate that
"among those remaining in
'Unjon . Cemetery are Siomon
.. Mezes, whose map. shaped
. downtown Redwood City in
 the 1800’s; John Sears, a
founder of Searsville and La
_ Honda; George H. Buck, for
. many years the dominant fig- -
‘ure in county government;
James Peace, whose grave-

' stone remembers him as the |,

(.. first to raise the U.S. flag in .
~' San Mateo County; !
“’* william Littlejohn, who built’ *
. the first bridge across Red-
~ wood Creek in about 1854; Ho-*
‘race Templeton, the first man
.‘ to serve regularly as a judge .’
_=fter the formation of San ..
»Mateo County; Capt. Jjohm
' Greer, a founder of Woodside; 1 ,
An 87-year-old pauper who, *
* when buried at public expense
in 1897, was said to have pos-
"'sessed “good evidence” that|
.ha was a son of the Emperor
i Napoleon; an unidentified *
“Chinaman” found dead in "

1895; and an “unknown man

¥ found hung” in 1864.
At the eastern apex of the °
cemetery is a plot containing
the remains of more than 40

Tribune Staff Writer " | §

Civil War dead. In the middle "

l/- )ZZ

of that plot stands a pedestal,
formerly topped by a metal
statue of a Union soldier — a
statue wrecked repeatedly by

‘vandals through the years,®
'sometimes shortly after being

repaired at considerable cost,

The statue topping the or-
nate monument erected for
Henry Beeger (who died in
1898) has been beheaded by
vandals.

A crypt which had been se-,
verely damaged by 1963 — the
matble plaque shielding its
front brick wall was smashed
~- now is further mutilated by -
having a fist-sized hole chis-
eled right through the bricks, :

4 presumably to allow the re-

sponsiblé- parties to - peer: ine
side with a flashlight.

Some of the heavier monu-
ments apparently have been !
shifted by earth settlement, !
but many others plainly have '
been the targets of determlned

-vandals.

And one smashed headstone '
has been doubling as a gard- :

' ner's water host rack.

Over the years, responsl- §
bility for the cemetery has.;
been tossed about like a hot »
potato between the city and
state and private groups. The »
city now is responsible for the
graveyard.

Pasco Balzarim, Redwood
City’s parks director, said that ,
the hedges fronting on Wood-*
side Road were cut low to al-
low police to shine spotlights=~
into Union Cemetery to deter
vandalism.

While Balzarini said he feels
the condition of the cemetery .+
sn’t as bad as it once was, /
even a cursory examination of
Union Cemetery finds it tar
from satisfactory.

The trouble is that red tape
and rising expenses seem to -
have smothered, all well-in-
tentioned plans to do some- .
thing about the wretched con-
ditions of the graveyard.

There have been proposals
to shift all the remains else-
where and - turn the six-acre
cemetery into a park, which
the proponents have long said
is sorely needed by residents -
of the surrounding Five Points *
area.

Others have called for the

 restoration of the cemetery as

close to its original condition
as possible, as a memorial
park, or as a combination me-

¢ morial and public park.

Despite pre-Memorial Day -
spruce-ups, maintenance by

4 the city, periodic clean-ups by

Scout groups and the efforts of

il many individuals concerned

with its condition, Union.

Cemetery appears fated . for+ |
" eventual obliteration, = ' -

|
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‘Protect '

the cemetery’

To the Editor:
This is the year of the

¥

bicentennial, and with it

all are in the spirit of
remembering and
respecting our heritage.
All around the San
Mateo County are
numerous projects  of
restoration, historical
?alntings on buildings,

ireplug-painting, etc.—
yet one place seems to
be forgotten.

I would like to see a »
project for the
beautification and
restoration of the Union
Cemetery- in Redwood
City.

There in the cemetery
are many people to
remember and honor;

' they contributed greatly

-John Sears,

to the growth of San
Mateo County. Buried
there are people like
who
founded Searsville, and
Jas. Peace, who was the:
first man to raise our
flag in_San Mateo

County.

Many people do not
realize that this is the
only Union Cemetery
west -of the Mississippi

River where soldiers of

the Civil War and other
wars are buried.

‘Vandalism runs high

in the cemetery.
Tombstones are pushed
over, grave' sites
defaced and even
broken into. Something
should be done to
prevent this.

One solution might be
better fencing,
ticularly on the side
near Poplar Street.
Another idea could be to
make it a park, with a
small fee for upkeeping.

Guards or better
policing might help
protect the cemetery,

‘ along with strict en-

forcement of the laws

for crimes committed in -

par-

the cemetery, Watch-.

men could be paid, or
have an random
volunteer guard
program. Any ideas to

" protect the cemetery

L

., us honor the . . .

would be an im-
provement over the
present system. Twice
someone has stolen a
bronzed statue to honor
the war dead, and
perhaps with a better
system that could have
been prevented.

If there is an
organization to beautify
and protect the
cemetery, I would like
to know. I have time to
volunteer and flower

seeds to plant. I hope

someone else cares. Let
people

-

who helped make our
heritage and our area
what it is.

1198 Davis St.

RICHARD C. ELLIOTT

' /. Redwood City, ::






against the post of a
headstone (top); crib-like
gravesite that hasn't
suffered the ravages of
vondals (right); monarch
butterfly perched ona

-

»













12 -(- 1979




. §P é’)f A Mbre 7

T

(2/c0/777

Vandais have demolished érave markers, time has wreaked its dwn' slow-paced havoc in Redvood City’s Union Cem

By Mike Lassiter
Tucged; under a house on the
Peninsula for safekeeping are two
ombstones from the Union Cemetery.
The .descendant of the Redwood
Jity. pioneers thus commemorated +is

fraid the- headstones wonld- bes

ﬂmqkeé‘ﬁm if $he“took them back.
Jr-maybe worse, be stolen.

. There is ample evidence to feed
hat fear.

“What - was & turn-of-thecentury
ally grounds for Memorial Day céle-
yrations and the reading of the
settysburg Address; today could pass
or a Civil War battleground.

Over ‘the years, vandals and a lack
f care has left this state historical
andmark pretty much in rubble: And
most unnoticed, despite its location
ear the husy intersection of Highway
4 and El Camino Real.

At times, it bas been suggested the
stimated 1,700 to 2,000 graves be
relocated, the tombstones leveled, and
he s re site eonverted to a picnic
rea v..a barbecue pits.

"But: Jean Cloud and “her fellow
members of the Redwood City Library
Archives Committee are out to lay
such “bright ideas” to rest.

Their goal is to have the site placed

on the National Register of Historic
Places. That would qualify the ceme-
tery for possible federal -funds for
restoration.

To succeed, however, they must
show the cemetery is not only old, but

an_historie spot with sufficient ‘public

interest in having it perpetuated.

There is no question about the
cemetery’s age. It dates back to the
mid-1850s, when Redwood Slough was
a teeming port, supperted by shipping
and the lumber industry.

Without any formial designation,
the plot became the graveyard for the
mushrooming community.

In 1859, San Franciscan Horace
Hawes hought the tract of land that
included the makeshift cemetery. He
was less than enchanted with the
graveyard, which some claimed had

. been originally an Indian burial

ground.

To save the site, an association of
citizens raised $500 to buy.the piece of
land from Hawes. In the interim, the
Legislature passed the first state regu-
lations for‘¢cemeteries.

The timing made the Union Ceme-
tery the first legally sanctioned ceme-
tery in San Mateo County, and proh-
ably the first in the state.

However, there were some legal
complications. And to settle the matter,
the cemetery was deeded to Gov. John
B. Weller and his successors.

Cloud said the nature of the
problem remains a mystery. “Legal
technicalities. As far as I know, that's
what Uiey have- Always just said.”

In any case, the cemetery carried its
unique status until 1962 when it was
deeded by the'state to Redwood City.

The name Union Cemetery didn't

come by chance. It carried  very
definite political implications. The: se-
cessionist movement was brewing at
the time and, the cemetery association
wanted to make its feelings known
loud and clear, according to historians.

Buried in the cemetery are several
Civil War veterans. As best as they can
tell from burial records, all had fought
on the Union side, Cloud said. “Not
soldjers who had fallen on the field of
battle. But veterans who had moved
here.”

The graveyard‘s demnse bmn in
the 1930s, a combination of the automo-
bile and the emergence of perpetual
care cemeteries.

The automobile made g;ave
yards readily accessible. And
more, those cemeteries guaranteed the

ioneer graveyard suffers ra

groinds would always be cared for
is led many families to m
thel* loved ones out of the Un
Cenetery. Just how many bodies w
moled and which ones is unclear.
t had been the final rest
plage of such luminaries as Hor
Terpleton, the county’s first reg
judte, and mapmaker SM. Me
whise Mezesville was the forerun
of Redwood City, changed in cha
ter.It became a pauper’s gravey:
e‘);tg)rfor those with strong far
t L 5
it has been at least 25 years si
Unnn Cemetery has been used.
Jnce or twice a year, the
s or some other group wc
¢ in to do some cleanup. And
i since it took over, occassiol
3ls in crews to cut back the fol;
i §prinkle wood chips on

But most of the gravestones I
# allowed to ‘topple over

fal wooden grave markers are
the ground, lea ing against cr
g oncrete W

elaborateness of several my

has' been victimized. Atop
#tiption, “John H. Titus, Borr
e, New Jersey, 1928. Died i
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t has been at least 25 years since
U Cemetery has been used.

‘or twice a year, the Boy
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Francisco April 29, 1891. Aged 63 years,

2 months and 7 days,” is a decapitated
statue. Where the visage used to be,
now sits a straw cowboy hat,

Since the archives committee put
out the word it is looking to complete
the history of the cemetery, Cloud said
there have been many calls, including
the tale from the woman with the
tombstones.

“There’s lots of interest,” she said.
“Everybody wants to talk and tell
about growing up in Redwood City.
And tell how their grandfather came
from Italy to here, from Massachusetts
1o here.”

From the inscriptions on the grave-
stones, she could add England and
Germany to that list,

Cloud said their effort has gained
momentum from the general upsurge
in intérest about genealogy.

Since “Roots,” she noted, “people

} ious to know where their

are buried.” .
;The key to the chain across the
Cemetery entrance is kept by
neighboring Crippon & Flynn

¥0odside Chapel.. -
fy or four times a month,
w eone comes by to borrow the key,
id Colin Flynn.

i 1

Some have relatives buried there
and some are young people interested
in the history of the headstones.

Recertly, an old man arrived on
Flynn’s deorstep. The man said he had
come 2,000 miles to check the Union
Cemetery to see if a relative of his is
buried there.

Cloud said her group is being as
thorough as possible in documenting
the unique characteristics of the ceme-
tery and the interest in its restoration.

“But we don’t want to string it out
two or three years,” she said, “because
in the meantime somebody else may
get an idea to do something else with
the cemetery.”

Redwood City Parks and Recrea-
tion Director Max Weeks, whose de-
partment now handles the cemetery’s
affairs, said the city hopes the study
will provide enough information to
consider whether it would be worth
restoring the site.

. Whether there is enough interest or
if it would be fiscally within reason
remains to be seen, he said.
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