held at 10 a.m. Friday,

Spangler.
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Spahglér leads Union Cemetery tour

A walk through Redwood City’s Union Cemetery, where many
veterans from the Mexican and Civil War are buried, will be

] _ Veteran’s Day.. o
‘The wa-l-}c,- sponsored by the Archives Committee of the Redwood
- City Public Library, Inc., will be led by local historian Nita

50 veterans of the two wars are buried at the ceme-
tery and Spangler will discuss recent historical research on the
cemetery done by Archives Committee members,

Those interested in joining Spangler should wear walking shoes
and bring cameras or sketchbooks. Also, bring an umbrella or
rain gear because the walk will be held even if it rains.

The cemetery is located on Woodside Road, just west of El Ca-

For more information, telephone (415) 366-6654.
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Veterens Day
Historica

A walk through Union Cemetery is
slated for 10 a.m. on Veteran’s Day, Fri-
day, Nov. 11, under the auspices of the
_Archives Committee of the Redwood
City Public Library, Inc. "

No- other public ceremony' for the

holiday is planned for the cemetery
where more than 50 veterans are bur-
ied. . ;
Local resident .Nita: Spangler will
lead the walk to visit graves of veterans
from the Mexican.and Civil Wars, and
will explaii recent “historical research

Tour Of Union C;emetery’

on the cemetery by Archives Commit-
tee members. S

Interested persons are invited to
join the walk promptly at 10 a.m. and to
wear walking shoes. Cameras and
sketch books are appropriate as will be
an umbrella in the event of showers.
The tour will be conducted rain or shine.

Members -of the Archives Commit-
tee will be present at the cemetery be-
tween 10 a.m. and noon to provide cem-
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“Historians are Josing their p
_ with Redwood City’s relu

ce to

~-spend committed funds to renovate
historic-but deterioratlng Union Cem-'

etery. =
Although the City Council last year

- had budgeted $359,000 for the project, °

none-of that money has been ‘spent’

because the city is facin '
i ry 8 ﬁnanclal_

~ Commities: toldithe cou:-lr

 vandals,

the Fifth Avenue

: neigh
constriuction of track

..1:;ut Street, censt:ructi‘t!;jxfl e Chest- .
‘lice sta;ion.-.q:;d establisnme

sidewalk re

“The cemetery sits there in_disar-

ray,” Jean Cioud, a member oi the

_cltys HTB

Tration a- week ago. “The .
stogyisvgndalisr?lg“ fdi only
escribing. the 129-year-o!d ceéme-
}:gegge g t‘;lnatlonal treasure,” C me :
at it lately has
‘target for grave digg become
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“left beJJind a’ huma ; kull. 'The a!--:--.::;

‘leged culprits have been' arrested,

“This-has been '
already," e s on the backbumer

metery Qg:__rgmmgg, said--
an intervi.ew __about the proposed

L renav;ation.

“;l‘hat’ssixaeres £
very high of pl’fime Iand in a

, S0 it’s mot a :wast’éﬁil

“project at all” she said.

: .._!..Mms,,;

'. "anﬂ ated improy

Jim: im_Smith, said th
eéments have: bee:
'levelin,g of reve- .

borhood, re-

of a new po-

tience

an Georgl La B
th_a those projects ma;

tioned, "the sad thing about it lsw
that it's easy to put that kind

_ng'else rge.

hopes the council will erecta- large
_sign to tout the cemetery’s pla
“ment on the Natlonal Register
Historic Places, and replace so

| of the grave headstones that have

‘been knocked down or broken off.
“#It's all really part or the whole >
beautirlcation program,” La Berge
sald, referring to efforts to improve

- the city’s appearance. “That can'be -
| @ very nice looking area,” she
: added

ownership in 1962.

Spangler said a group of town
residents formed a cemetery asso-
clation in 1858 when a local citizen~
_asked them to stop burying impo- -
_verished squatters on his property.

With the landowner’s help, the
association managed to have state
legislation enacted for creating.
rural cemeteries. As a result, it-ob-
tained burial rights to the current
- cemetery site for $500, and
charged $10, $15 and $20 for plots™
from 1859 to'1919. -

_The cemetery had been deeded
in trust to the governor, transfer-
" red to state ownership in 1947 and.
tinally transrerred to the city’s

iay, the cemetel.

” e d'ra
ve been buried at the cemetery..
er the years, including about 50

ivil War veierans. As far as

covtine ed
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say, and"

cemetery steadily
Arom near neglect. '

Peter Griffiths, director of the
city’s. Parks, Recreation and Com-
munity Services..nepgr-.tm(’,nt; said
his maintenance workers try to
control the weeds, pick up trash
and do some selective watering.

What the department would like
. to do with the $359,000 is landscape
along the cemetery’s Woodside
Road approach; build a 4-foot-tall
galvanized fence around the prop-
erty; install an automatic irrigation
system; erect a 12-foot-high, low-

: “level lighting system; and build an

entry road into the cemetery from
- Woodside Road near Wegman’s
‘Nursery with a parking lot for
threerto five cai b
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‘Paged - N ~ Redwood Cif

‘Budgets and Graveyards
. So far, things look pretty good for those folks who have been ad-
. vocating the renovation of Union Cemetery onn Woodside Road. At the -

recent city budget hearing, councilmembers voted -.unanimously to in- .

clude a rehab pro_]ect for the cemetery on a “priority list’’ of capital im-
__provement projects. Though the budget has not yet been formally ap-

proved the council seems to stand behind fixing up the run-down site.
. Members of the Union Cemetery Committee, as well as many other

mdmduals should be congratulated for their spirit of community activ-
ism. They made presentations to the council and planning commission
on several occasions, retelling the history of the cemetery, voicing their
disgust that the gravestones of some of the city’s founders remained
overturned or broken and in general doggedly pursued what -they
thought was a worthy cause. _

It worked. A plan that for two years had been included in the bud-

get, then shelved, now seems to be a reality. The proposal presented to
. the council by the Union Cemetery Committee includes plans for con-

struction of a fence, added. hghtmg, irrigation and signs, -a good start -
~ for rehabilitating an important piece of Redwood City’s history.
" For those who are disgruntled because the project has taken so

ldng to come.to fruition, we would suggest they take a look at the city’s

capital improvement schedule for the next few years. We don’t believe
the city has delayed the refurbishing of Union Cemetery out of indiffer-
'-en'ce. Finances are tight and city officials have the dubious honor of try-
ng-to. flgure out how to complete millions of dollars worth of capxtal
mprovements with only a fraction of the funding.
Deciding who gets what is not a fun job. Nor is-it. pamcularly €
yable at times to pursue a cause and fight city hall. However, thls timi
rocess seems to have worked. ;




